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HAM RADIO ALIVE AND WELL 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO 

The Amateur Radio Operators of Charlotte County, Florida are 
trying to enrich the ‘Ham’ community as well as fulfill the am- 
bitions of potential Hams. One step toward this goal is to provide 
instruction for as many interested people as possible hoping that 
they will catch the ‘“‘Bug’’ and continue their quest for an Amateur 
Radio License. We are fortunate to have a nucleus of talent to draw 
from for an instructing staff. 

The last Novice class started on 23 November, 1987 and ended on 
18 January, 1988. This class met one night each week on Monday. 
We started with 22 students. On the sixth night, three students Arris 
Geranis, Kenneth Scholl and Margie Johnson passed the Novice 
CW and written exams. Two of these, Margie Johnson and Kenneth 
C. Scholl, did a lot of studying and pased their Technician Class 
exam on the following Saturday. This was no easy task. At session 
number seven Dennis Walker passed his Novice test and at the 
eighth and last session Michele Weaver, Amy Schelm, James 
Kolenda and Daniel Wohlers all passed the Novice exam with flying 
colors. ; 

Several of the other students are continuing their study with the 
assistance of other ‘‘Hams.”’ 

The talented instructors that were mentioned early in this article 
are: Jim Hope, AA4RV, Nathan Vance, K8TMX, Warren Butler, 
WB9LMQ, and Joe Stevens, WX4E. The classroom facilities were 
furnished by the Port Charlotte Christian School. 

Congratulations to all the graduates and a sincere thank you to 
everyone that participated. 


SOUTH FLORIDA PACKET NEWS UPDATE 
By Louis, N4LDG 

Well, I’m sure a lot of you already noticed (if you’re on Packet) 
that there’s a new Net/Rom Node up and running called: HST1 This 
new Node is located in the Homestead area on a commercial tower 
and sits on the 1,400 ft. level. Equipment and all! The Freq 145.010 
Mhz. and the 220 BackBone for linking up to other Nodes throughout 
Florida. Presently the Node functions as a Digi and a Node, but 
please don’t beacon through it unless you’re ready for a Connect. 
One thing any Digi or Node does not need is ‘‘Beacon Abuse.”’ 

One of the nice things about Nodes, is that the Node Operator 
(NodeOp) can remotely change the parameters, and turn certain 
functions on and off such as the Digi function. So if you try to 
beacon through it and nothing comes up, but the Node is still on the 

QSY page 8 bottom. 


COMING EVENT S 


Hernando Co. Hamfest, Feb. 27. 
Stuart FREE Hamfest, Feb. 27. 
Orlando HAMCATION Mar 11,12 & 13th 
Ft. Walton Beach SWAPFEST,. Mar .19 & 20. 
(See display ads for details. Please submit 

your dates early to cut down on conflict. AC) 


This is just one small portion of the 1988 Miami Hamboree! 
Swap Area “B’’. There were two. The Commercial booth area 
was almost twice this size. See picture elsewhere of the out- 
side Camper area where hundreds remained overnight(s) during 
the show. See Story below for more details.(Phots by NJ4S.) 


The 28th MIAMI TROPICAL HAMBOREE 
By Sandy Parker, KF4MI 

The weekend of Feb. 6 and7 saw the largest crowd ever attending 
the Miami Tropical Hamboree! 

Nearly 10,000 visitors streamed through the commercial exhibit 
booths and 800 swap tables, spending money like true believers in 
supply side economics. 

Exhibitors bedded in the lap of luxury at the new Airport Hilton 
Hotel, complete with beautiful parrots at its entrance; also a 
doorman or two. The hotel also hosted a very interesting and 
productive Amateur Radio Industry Meeting, and the Annual 
Radio Club of America lunch. QCWA, SOWP, and OOTC members 
attended as well. 

The number one hot item at Hamboree this year was packet 
radio. Manufacturers were all in attendance, and dealers carrying 
their products sold out hundreds of TNCs. Two seminars by Joel 
Kandel, KI4T, had standing room only attendance on the Hurricane 
Hunter Aircraft Packet Radio Project, and Packet Radio for 
Boaters. PK-232s are becoming standard equipment for the 
amateur cruising set. 

Roy Neal K6éDUE, former NBC Science Editor, gave an ex- 
cellent presentation on the making of the ARRL videotapes, 
especially the New World of Amateur Radio, and the future of 
Amateur Radio in the space program. 

After an absence of a few years, the FCC returned to give a 
seminar. John Theimer, EIC Miami, and Barry Nadler, WD4CDE 
Senior Engineer of the new Vero Beach monitoring facility, gave a 
rundown of FCC and monitoring policy. Barry indicated that an 
open house will be held for amateur radio operators when the 
facility is completed. 

An NEC laptop computer topped the prize offerings, and com- 
puter dealers reported brisk sales in those devices as well. 

Next year promises to be bigger and better. A new building will 
provide numerous meeting and testing rooms adjacent to the 
exhibition buildings, and 150 new RV spaces with full hookup will 
add to the 150 nearly filled this year. 
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SILENT KEYS 
We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the following Florida 


Wax "S* Robert G. Ragsdale Oviedo 

W9IPV Lester “Jay” Sanstrom,85 Miami 

WZ4V Bob Bledsoe Miami 

WD4JSL_ Clyde ‘‘Ed”’ Cates, 44 Miami 

W4AND _ Ellis Royal Jacksonville Beach 

N4KB Ed Hart Bonita Springs 

W4CNB Robert Stapleton Gainesville 

W2BNI Bill Alexander Stuart 
Tim Tealy 
John Farabough, 53 
Hazel J. Sazer, 61 
Henry Spiegel 
Frank Halasz Jr. 
Donald Lentz 
F. Lester Long 
Julia Knowlton 
David Young 
Jerome Bodner 


Stuart 
LakelandWB9RKJ 


Mossy Head. 
Bal Harbour 

St. Petersburg 
Tamarac 
Holmes Beach 
Brooksville 
Lake City 
Deerfield Beach 


If you hear any Silent Keys, kindly let SKIP Editor know ASAP] 


EX CALLS 


Before my stroke in June last year, we had a EX CALL 
Column. We have several requests to start it up again, as it 
allowed old friends to reunite after moving and changes calls. So 
here we go again.... .. Send in your EX-CALLS with your Skip 
renewals or HAMBARS. Put them on a seperate piece of paper 
please...Editor 


NX4X ex W4HRO, W3KZD, WA2TVW and N4BSY 
N4CU ex W4LPU, K4MHI and K9LQG 

AA4CH~ ex KH6BKA, WINSW and KL7GAZ 

N4QYR_~ ex KA4IKU 


NEW 440 MHZ REPEATER MAP 
After much delay and hard work, Florida Skip now has a 
440 MHz MAP listing all Repeaters in Florida! The map 
editor, Harlin Cohn, W4UIM in Miami did a very nice job on 
this map. It is much like our 2 Meter Map except it is printed 


on light green paper. You will be amazed at the number of 440 ' 
Repeaters Florida now has! I was! The price is the same as 
our 2 Meter Map, 25 cents each with your self-addressed 
stamped envelope. (Don’t forget the stamp!) To: 440 Map, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, F'L 33266. (Note: The 2 and 440 Maps 
will go in one envelope for 22 cents postage. ) 


2 / FLORIDA SKIP, March 1988 


2 LETTERS 
Editor: 

I hope you can find room to publish the enclosed story. 

We are having a successful Novice class. So far seven students have completed the 
Novice phase and are working toward Technician. We had two that passeed the Novice 
exam on Monday night and then passed the Technician exam on the following Saturday. 
One of these was my wife. 


Thanks, 

Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO 
150 Crescent Dr. 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950 


Dear Andy: 

Enclosed is my renewal for the coming year and hopes that it finds you all in great 
shape and with things in general looking up! 

Andy, I know what courtesy means to you and me in net operations, and I hope you were 
not listening to the Florida Midday traffic net one day last week, because it would have 
‘made you sick for sure. 

A friend in a nearby town (on his own) picked up a book of holiday greetings at a 
retirement home. He is partly blind and of retirement age himself. When it came time for 
him to transmit he accidently pushed all the messages on the floor when he picked up the 
mike. While he was picking up the book, one of our resident loudmouths who couldn’t 
stand a few seconds of dead air took to filling in the time by calling him names using his 
call letters and QTH to make sure he got the message. The friend, totally embarrassed, 
pulled the plug, and left the air for good. He phoned a friend of both of us and the traffic got 
on the next day. 

The perfectionists of ham radio have no place in an AMATEUR hobby. The bigger 
mouth ones would be hard pressed to find any place any where in the world. To attempt to 
destroy a man with a heart of gold comes pretty close to the unforgiveable sin. In any 
event, there’s one less traffic handler helping the elderly in Polk County. Merry Xmas to 
the bigmouth — he may now return to CB, or wherever he came from. 

Know that you are welcome at this location any time you are this way. Hope your health 
is holding up and that you are giving it a chance by taking it easy. 

73s and best wishes to you and yours in the 1988s! 

With kindest personal regards, 
Art Raynor, K4GOX 
Bartow, FL 


Dear Andy: 

Thank you for publishing my letter as your lead article in the November issue re: 
Florida Repeater Council Problems: I note in your current Ja. issue an article from the 
Secty. of the Repeater Council which I think bears some further investigation im- 
mediately! No one, repeat no one, seems to know how the members of the Florida 
Repeater Council are appointed. In fact, I have yet to ever see a list of who they are and I 
have lived here for 15 years. Now I see they desire to restructure their organization and 
appoint their own Board of Directors and Vice Directors and take on all the responsibility 
for all repeater issues that arise within the state of Florida. I do believe this is a very lot of 
potential rulemaking for the amateur repeater operations without so much as any input or 
concensus from the amateur community of Florida. In short I think the Repeater Council 
is trying to play ‘‘God” with our hobby and I, for one, resent it. 

I suggest before any further action is taken by them I do think they should put out a form 
letter of their intentions to all the Florida Repeater groups now listed, asking for their 
comments and approval from the club memberships. I would also request they issue a 
current list of members of the Repeater Council and how they were appointed. Then and — 
only then should they take any action on restructuring as suggested in the article in your 
January issue. 

Iam not writing to the Repeater Council directly as I have written several times in the 
past and never received a reply. This is also the case of several repeater clubs locally with 
which I am familiar. I do agree with one comment made in the article that the Repeater 
Council does have much work to correct past mistakes and they must be brought closer to 
the repeater owners and users. 

I would appreciate it if the Secretary Mr. Gregg Connary, WA1SOO would address these 
comments in his next article for Florida Skip. This is a very important issue and should be 
brought out in the open so that all amateurs may see and take heed. 


73, 

Robert G. Lyon, K4F XP 
417 Cardinal Drive 
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 


" FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


C] New L] Renewal 


My CORRECT address is: Call 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Meet Henry “Hank” L. Luhrman W4PZV, Lake Clarke Shores, 
FL. Retired from Broadcasting Industry. Licensed 1936 as 
W8PZV. Other calls were W9DQY and WOBCF. Member of 
ARRL since 1933. AIRS appointee by ARRL. VE for WSYI. 
DXCC Honor Roll, 5 Band DXCC 160 meter DXCC Nr. 22. 
His son Mark, WA4SVO is also an active DXer and contester. 


NEW ALUMA TOWERS DISTRIBUTOR 

Robert D. McClaran announces the reopening of McClaran Sales, 
Inc., of Vero Beach, Florida for the distribution of Aluma Towers. 

McClaran, who previously had sold these towers ‘or 10 years, has 
mobile van, trailer and rooftop towers available as well as stack 
sections. The towers are constructed of rust-free aluminum and, 
according to McClaran, require little maintenance. All towers 
hinge at the base and due to the minimal weight, can be easily 
installed or tilted. 

Crank-up towers are available from 35 to 100 feet in standard and 
heavy-duty models and feature stainless steel aircraft cables. 


next vacation 
around the south- 


Power winches and ground posts are available for most towers. 

Although the towers are sold primarily for ham radio, CB or 
commercial use, they can be designed and manufactured for 
special purposes also. McClaran said he has sold them to the U.S. 
Army, Civil Defense units, cablevision companies and the 
producers of television shows. 

McClaran, who is a ham radio operator (W4ZGG), says he 
probably is the only dealer who will accept amateur gear or 
computers on trade toward the purchase of a tower. 

Brochures and price lists are available by writing to P.O. Box 
2513, Vero Beach, FL, 32961, or calling (305) 567-8224. 

BIG PINE MINI BIATHALON 
By Nancy Sivertson, KV9W 

On Oct. 25, 1987 a mini-biathalon was held on Big Pine Key under 
the sponsorship of the Big Pine Athletic Association and directed by 
Mary Jo Decker. Only 30 entrants were involved/available for the 
event but the spectators were many to cheer them on. 

Six amateurs were available to provide communications for the 
event. N4KIW, N4PVY, KA2RKY, W2FHX, KV9W, and K4RQX. 
The Monroe County Sheriff’s Department provided one deputy 
(John Hardy) for traffic control and law enforcement for the event. 
Also available were an ambulance and crew to provide emergency 
services as needed. 

Since this is an island, it is difficult to find enough locals to cover 
these events, but we did succeed and the event was successful. 
Hopefully the local amateurs will be able to continue to provide 
such services as are necessary and needed. 


THE K200 CALL 
By Edith, KC4AFQ 

K4FC is the call sign for Lake Amateur Radio Association. We 
own and operate 2 repeaters in Lake County. We are among 199 
Clubs who have the priviledge of using K200 FC from March 5th to 
March 11th. For QSL cards request, send to Reid Martin, Route 3, 
Box 250, Tavares, FL 32778. Jim Grandon, K8IMR is Chr. to sign up 
calling frequencies and times. Please phone 728-2480. 


WHILE HAMCATIONING 
TAKE IN THE SIGHTS AT: 


* Disney World * Sea World 


Build your 


land’s most popular 
Hamfest, at the hub of 
the greatest entertainment 


* Kennedy Space Center * Epcot 
* Daytona Beach * Church Street 
Station * Busch Gardens 


* REGISTRATION x 


$6 Advance ¢ $8 At Door 
Banquet $12.50 
Air-Conditiond Swap Table Area 
Tables $25.00 ea. 


Swap Table Area Open 
Friday at Noon 


Get your Suntan as you Tallgate. 
Four Hundred Positions 


Tailgating: $20.00 


and activity center in the east. * Cypress Gardens x Silver Spgs 


ALL MAJOR EXHIBITORS EXPECTED 


A FR RR Li UPGRADE! Volunteer Examinations 

by CAVEC ¢ SUNDAY (March 13) 

FLO R | DA STATE Send completed Form 610,-photocopy of 
CONVENTION 


present license and $4.00 fee to: 
MARCH 11-13, 1988 


R.V. Mackey, CVE, P.O. Box 1598, 
at ORLANDO'S 


Maitland, Florida 32751 
EXPO-CENTRE 


(WALK-INS ACCEPTED) 
Y’all C’mon Down and Enjoy Our Southern Hospitality 


Cation dates for the next four years: 
MAR. 10-12,;1989 * MAR. 9-11, 1990 
MAR. 8-10, 1991 * MAR. 14-16, 1992 


PLANNING AHEAD! Here’s your Ham- 


For Tickets, Swap Table and Tailgate reservations 
send Check or Money Order and SASE to: 


ORLANDO HAMCATION & COMPUTER SHOW 
Dept. _ P.O. Box 547811 © Orlando, Florida 32854-7811 


Reservations accepted until 2/15/88. Tickets held at Information Booth after that date. 
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TRAFFIC HOUNDS — JANUARY, 1988 
By K4ZK, Stm. So. Fla. 


NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. Sess. Manager QTC/QNI* 
QFN 1038 16.7 890 14.4 62 WxX4H 85 
FMTN 1153 37.2 650 21. 31 WB4AID .56 
J bh Sod Uy! 836 26.9 377 12.1 31 WD4KBW 45 
SEFTN 1169 37.7 262 8.5 31 KA4YHS p22 
FAST 833 13.4 235 5 7 | 62 WD4KBW .28 
GN 366 11.8 234 7.6 31 N4ET .63 
FPTN 1537 49.6 196 6.3 31 WB4WYG 12 
SWFTN 1206 46.4 177 6.8 26 KB4LPL 14 
SVTN 602 19.4 159 Set 31 KB4LB .26 
NFPN 2407 77.6 142 4.6 31 AA4QC .05 
FMSN 396 12.8 120 3.9 31 N4IWO .30 
QFNS 207 6.76 112 3.6 31 KA4SIH 54 
SPARC 773 24.9 55 1.8 31 K5IHH .07 
FPON 514 16.6 49 1.6 31 WB4GCK .09 
PBTN 410 21.6 25 1.3 19 WA4RUE .06 
DEN 469° 117. 16 4.0 4 N40RZ .03 
AIN T2252 14 2.8 5 WA4PFK 12 
PRVAN) 6 .50)% 6:24 +11 1.3 8 WD4KBW 622, 
LCRN 115 28.7 4 1.0 4 NOABC .03 
ENMC 28 7.0 000 °# 00.0 4 K4ZK ; 0.00 


Bill Jochimsen, Section Traffic Manager for ARRL Southern 
Florida Section since 1982. Presently retired from 25 years as a 
Foreign Service Officer with the Department of State — 16 years 
abroad in 9 different posts in Consular work mostly in Asia. First 
amateur call sign was W7EWZ in Seattle 53 years ago this month, 
then K7EWZ in Alaska, W9INDD North Dakota, VP9AL Bermuda, 
K6AQQ California, KR6BF Okinawa, EP2BB Tehran, W3AMK and 
W3UV Maryland, and K4ZK Florida. First job after getting FCC 
commercial licenses (1936) was as radio operator on four masted 
codfish schooner in Bering Sea. Then joined Washington Alaska 
Military Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS) (U.S. Army 
Signal Corps). Then worked a short time for Civil Aeronatuics 
Authority (now FAA) (Montana and North Dakota) before 
becoming radio instructor with Army Air Corps at Scott Field, III. 
During latter part of WWII went back to sea as Merchant Marine 
Radio Officer (only one of my ships was sunk with me on it). 
Worked as high speed tape radio operator for Press Wireless in 
Hollywood, CA, until joined State Department. De K4ZK 

TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — JANUARY 1988 


By WA4PFK and N4ADI 
1. W3CUL 3101. 11. AA4HT 311 
2. W3VR 1089 12. K4EUK 275 
3. WAIVND 976 13. N4PL 265 
4. WX4H 634 14. K4ZK 254 
5. WD4IIO 534 15. WA4RUE 228 
6. WA4QXT 510 +16. K4IA 215 
7. WANFK 454 17. AA4BN 214 
8. WA4PFK 399 18. WV5Z 212 
9. K4SCL 385 19. N4ET 195 
10. WA4EIC 314 20. KB9LT 188 


4 / FLORIDA SKIP, March 1988 


SSB AND ALL VOICE NETS 
By Al Suhr, WB4AID 

In an effort to make the time of Ye Ole SSB Editor come out in 
even hours, we were able to get the TPTN REPORT VIA 
TELEPHONE. Appeciated very much is the cooperation of Bill, 
WD4JBW, Manager of TPTN, in letting us know that he had an 
apology for you fellows for failing to submit copy for last issue of 
Florida Skip. He reports that Elsie, KF4JA, ‘‘past NM,” while 
moving to a new QTH, fell on a concrete floor, breaking both bones 
in her lower left leg. She underwent surgery to have a plate at- 
tached by screws to the bones to keep them from slipping so that 
proper setting will occur. By the time you read this she should be up 
and around. Maybe her OM can get her antennas up soon so she can 
rejoin us. 

This time of the year, the air is buzzing with traffic from message 
booths and fairs. For those coordinating these projects, please have 
plenty of reps and spread the traffic among them. Ideally, no more 
than ten messages each. Instruct them to sort traffic properly prior 
to net and send only what they list. It is difficult for the NCS to keep 


,everything straight when unlisted traffic is sent. Traffic is assigned 


in the most efficient manner possible. When unlisted traffic is sent, 
timing and order are upset. Such action jeopardizes the ability of 
NCS to clear the listed traffic. 

Stations with 25 or more checkins for December: KA4NXF 28; 
KB4MM, WA4RLV, WASVND 27; AA4QC 26; W1UKR 25. 


TPTN — 2200 UTC (That’s 5 PM Eastern) — 3940 KHz. 

During the same telephone call Bill, WD4KBW, acting in his capacity as Manager of the 
FAST net makes the following comments: 

Crowded band conditions is a fact of life! However, it seems we are experiencing more 
difficulty from other stations and nets than usual on the late sessions of FAST. We try to 
operate around 3942 in order to avoid a net on 3940 and a rag chewers group on 3944. 
Recently, however, a group of stations now convenes on 3942. For FAST, it is impossible to 
go below 3940 because of the solid occupation. Since no one amateur owns a frequency (we 
fit that category) FAST uses what might be freee at the time. This means sometimes 
squeezing in where we can and getting pretty close to other stations. 

To minimize problems, please do not check in with your amplifier running full tilt. FCC 
regulations mandate we operate with the least power necessary. 

Other thoughts on net operation might include, ‘‘The best way to handle a difficult 
situation is not to acknowledge the station, regardless of what is said.” 

Top five checkins for December: WD4HHH 60, W1UKR 47, WA4QXT 46, AA4QC 44, 
AA4CH 42. 

FAST (Early) 2300 UTC 3940 KHz — (Late) 0330 UTC 3942 KHz. 

In the category of middlemen Al, WB4AID, Manager of FMTN issues a report which is 
brief, concise and to the point. Serving the Florida Amateur people their needs on a 
ek which takes them into the National Traffic System requires assistance from many 

ms. It all begins with the warm-up which is presided over by KA4GUS and AA4TY, with 
WD4IUI helping when he can. On the warm-up there is a policy of listing traffic. This 
information will be transferred to the regular NCS for further action during regular net 
time. The warm-up controls do not assign traffic. They do try to arrange any informals 
requested. This frees such stations from waiting until formal traffic has been cleared 
during regular net time. The NCS clears Rep traffic early so they can be available 
promptly at 1700 UTC. 

New members in January: Jim, N4RTZ, Larry, N4QYS, and Harry, KB4UHC. Very 
nice to have you fellows on the rolls of FMTN. 

Remember — Chuck, NZ40, FMTN Training Officer, Conducts regular traffic handling 
sessions on Tuesdays. Monday is an alternate day should Chuck’s time require such an 
arrangement. This is done on the air and during net time on FMTN which meets DAILY - 
AT 1700 UTC. (Ed. Note: I entered the wrong time last month) on or near 7247.5 KHz. 

Bill Richards, WB4WYG, is Manager of the Florida Phone Traffic Net. His is the 
EARLY BIRD NET! It begins the day for all Florida Hams and sets more records than 
the law allows! In November FPTN checkins totaled 1400. In December over 1500 and the 
projected total for January will probably reach 1540. And this is the bunch rising to shine 
upon the 7 AM FPTN! Bill continues with an observation about how the Christmas traffic 
has subsided and allowed most hams to catch a much needed breath. And then came the 
South Florida Fair! This activity keeps his and all other nets on their collective toes. 

Seems good, he continues, to have W4SME return from the Florida Keys. Also, 
WB4WYG extends hearty thanks to Fred, KF4RL, for spelling Doc. He appreciates those 
FPTN members who braved their unheated shacks to checkin with FPTN during the 
recent very cold mornings. 

And, in his words, ‘‘This is the time of the year for major hamfests, so here is hoping 

‘that during the Miami Tropical Hamboree or the Orlando Hamcation, there will be an 
opportunity to say HELLO and shake your hand.” 

“So come on 3940 at 7 a.m. — meet the gang — and have fun handling traffic and 
greeting your friends. Its a great way to start the day.” 


CW FLORIDA NEWS 
By Miss Phil, KA4F ZI 

Don, N4ET, writes, “The third annual Traffic Handlers’ Meeting 
at the Ft. Myers Hamfest was very enjoyable as always. It is 
always nice to ‘‘eyeball’’ the operators we have been exchanging 
traffic with. 

“Doc, WA4HDH, gave a report on the progress of the ‘‘History of 
QFN”’ he is compiling. Soon to be published, it will trace the 
operation of QFN since its beginning (early fifties?). We are 
looking forward to it, Doc. 

‘‘An analysis of GN figures I have gathered since becoming net 
manager last July shows an average QNI of 10.9 stations per 

Net news QSY page € 
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Net NEWS from page 4 


session with an average QTC of 9 msg/session. As an old net 
member I would say we are going along at our normal rate. 

“Stations with high QNI for January were W3CUL, N4ET, 
WA4JDH, K4JI, W41YT, K9LT, N2AOX, KY4U, W4KLY, AB4EA, 
and N4FL. Nice to have Cid, W3QQ, checking in again. Cid is a 
regular ‘‘seasonal”’ checkin on the nets. Welcome back, Cid. 73, 
Don, N4ET.”’ 

Mort, WX4H, Mgr. of QFN, congratulates all for making it 


through the past year. QFN had more than the usual number of . 


check ins in January and the extra people were appreciated. High 
check ins include: K4ZK, AB4EA, KB9LT, K41A, WX4H, WA4EIC, 
WA4PFK, WC4D, W4DL, WT4F, WV5Z, and W4KIX. Mort adds, “I 
want to mention the following people who contributed greatly: 
AA4BN, K4SCL, K2GQU, N2CER, N4SS, W1NJM, WT4F, W8IM, 
WBIEKV, W4NFK, WA4HDH, and WA4QXT. If I missed someone 
let me know by radio and you get the favorite spot in the next issue. 

“Look in January Skip — our numbers look rather handsome. We 
had a high QTC — both sessions being very active. 

“My compliments to W4NFK for his great signal. We in the 
panhandle of Florida . . . can hear him like gangbusters. What did 
you do, Carl? Stars to Blaine, WA4EIC, for his prompt handling of 
bulletins and his ability to move traffic in the SW Florida area. 


“Some traffic is coming from the North to mobile stations traveling in Florida without 
city addresses. Please let us know where you are when mobile so we can bring that traffic 
to your attention. Certainly would help. Had traffic for W3QQ with no address until 
someone on the net knew he was in Ft. Meade. Got it delivered. 

“T hope the slower speeds on QFN will encourage more newcomers to participate. The 
CW operator is heavily out gunned by the number of phone people working the bands. 
People have told me on some nets that they would like to check in QFN but the speed is 
just out of reach. FMSN is suggested as a speed they would like. The net time, however, is 
not always convenient. To encourage new CW people, slow down a little with bulletins, 
QNC’s and what have you. The net has so much history, let’s add another chapter of 
success and progress. 

“The net offers its best to each and everyone; make 1988 the best so far. 73, WX4H.”’ 

While FMSN and QFNS managers have not yet submitted any information for Skip, I 
would like to mention their fine work. Many GN and QFN members came up through 
those nets — learning proper net/traffic-handling procedures. While QF NS uses a slow net 
CW, handling traffic off-frequency is done at the operators’ best speed. On slow nights I 
grade school papers while waiting — keeps me alert on both tracks and no time is wasted. 
Encourage newcomers to QNI these nets to become more comfortable with CW nets. 
NCS’s and reps are especially patient and helpful on these two fine training nets. 

Doc, WA4HDH, reports that things are going nicely with the QFN history. He especially 
appreciates the help of WB4HJW (N4ET), Don, and ‘‘AT’’, Chuck, who have “‘been my 
salvation. It was through their reports, bulletins, and encouragement that I have been 
able to stay sane and healthy!” 

This month Doc writes about W4MLE, George Thurston, and how he influenced the 
history of QFN. 

“George first appeared on the scene in 1958 or 1959. He was active in QFN since 1960 
when he appears in a QNS: QNS QFN May 27, 1960, K4BSS, W4ATA, K4KDN, W4BVE, 
W4FPC, W4FFF, W4JTA, K4UBR, K4BHL, W4SDR, W4MLE NCS. 

“Tt was about the beginning of 1961 that George, W4MLE, SEC Western Florida, and 
Andy Clark, W4I1YT, SEC Eastern Florida, published the Florida AREC Manual of 
Operations. It was hurricane Donna, however, that totally frustrated George at the lack of 
organization. Donna struck in 1960 and George became involved in AREC activities in 
Leon County. 

“‘George Thurston is a professional writer for many of our top flight newspapers such as 
the New York Times, Washington Post, and many others. His concluding statements 
about QFN reed repeating for all to read and be proud of our heritage. 

“QFN’s rule is interstate liaison for welfare and other large volume traffic remains, 
though even that is under attack by devoted packeteers. One of the aspects I hear most 
admired about QFN has been the sheer music of its QNI procedure and the deft 
professionalism with which its operators dispatch traffic.’ 

““To a non-traffic-handling CW man — even an expert contester or DXer — QFN is 
utterly baffeling. How can anyone make sense of a blur of one- two-or three-letter ab- 
breviations, strange Q signals and QN signals, question marks, and even single dits, 
especially when three or four stations seem to be participating in an exhcange with no call 
signs or even first names?’ 

‘““But, because the member operators know each other so well and have honed their 
operating skills to a scalpel edge, QFN operators can communicate more information in a 
few seconds than an average voice net — at four times the data transmission rate — can 
convey in a minutes or two. It takes not only superior operator skills to achieve this sort of 
performance; it takes superb net discipline among its members.’”’ 

Doc shared some other interesting facts at the annual Traffic Handlers’ Luncheon at the 
Ft. Myers Hanfest which was very well attended by traffic handlers of all modes. 
WA4PFXK introduced K4ZK, who led a very lively discussion of PACKET, RTTY, AMTOR, 
PHONE, and CW at the forum following the luncheon. There were six active PACKET 
operators in attendance who filled us in on the latest advances. Also, WINJM, ARRL 
Honorary Vice President, former Communications Manager, and current Member-At- 
Large of the NTS Eastern ARea Staff, reported on the ‘‘upper-level” activ i‘ies regarding 
PACKET and other modes. Input from W4TAH, WD4AWN, N4MML, “#11, WA4EIC, 
K4IA, KB9LT, NSBRE, AA4BN, WA9BSH, KA4FZI and others pointed out the contributive 
qualities of all modes. WA4PFK voiced concern about ‘‘purists” who are unwilling to let 
traffic move between modes and pointed out that the best of every mode should be utilized 
for the efficient movement of traffic. K4ZK suggested that CW nets might move more 
efficiently if the NCS called for stations with 4RN, RN5, and then instate traffic, the way 
phone nets do, before sending the general QNI. While it is nice to have the bulk of traffic 
high on the list, others indicated that CW nets were the height of efficiency no matter how 
trattic was listed. If you have strong feelings about that proposal, you might let your net 
manager know. Perhaps it will become an accepted option of the NCS. 

My thanks again to WA4HDH, N4ET, and WX4H who faithfully provide the information 
for this article every month. 

73/88 KA4F ZI 
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Meet “OB” Boardman WC4D of Holiday, FL. First licensed in 
1921 as 1CGP in Braintree Mass. He is member of QCWA with 
a 60-year sticker, OOTC. “OB” Is very active on all CW traffic 
nets with is fine station shown here. He still uses his “9TO“ 

Keyer after 25 years. Look for his smooth “fist” on the Gator 


Net daily at 8:30 AM on 3651 kHz. 


KANTRONICS 2 

Kantror’ . Inc. introduces extra features at no extra charge. 
Effecti* iy 31, 1987: all Kantronics All Mode units (KAMs), and 
Kant, :1ucs KPC packet units will ship from the factory including 
the Personal Packet Mailbox, 32K RAM, and TCP/IP Networking 
Compatibility — all as standard, no charge, features. In addition, 
current KAM and KPC owners can add the Personal Packet 
Mailbox and TCP/IP compatibility to their unit for the special 
price of just $15.00. (32K RAM expansion chip available for an 
additional $15.00.) For more information, contact Kantronics, Inc. 
(913) 842-7745. 


Three months of Kenwood, ICOM, or 
‘Yaesu newsletters. 


Your best source of technical information, improvements and 
updates. Just send us the name, model and serial numbers 
of your Kenwood, ICOM or Yaesu radios and we'll send you 
three free newsletters 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO INC. 


751 South Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 


Evrs AMATEUR Rapzio, Inc. 


1351 STATE ROAD 84 - ALLIGATOR ALLEY 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


open 


7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


THE LATEST IN HAM EQUIPMENT 
ALL NAME BRANDS 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


8/10 MILE EAST OF I-95 — ON NORTH SIDE 
1351 STATE ROAD 84 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33315 


305 


525-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE 


“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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SHARK TALES 
By Kay Anderson, W8DUV, President 

The South Hillsborough Amateur Radio Klub - SHARK - will meet 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 at the TECO Leisure House in Ruskin at 8 P.M. 
We hope to have the newest ARRL films to show. Bring those 
friends who said they were interested in becoming a ham radio 
operator. Refreshments will be served. If you have shop and swap 
items, come early and have a tailgate flea market outside — 
weather permitting. Call Kay Anderson, 645-1747, if you want to list 
items in SHARK TALES, our monthly newsletter. 


FAST COMMUNITY SERVICE 
By Edith, KC4AFQ 
COMMUNITY SERVICE — January 21st storm damage to 
L.A.R.A. was cause for concern as a 35 foot pole with our antenna 
was blown over on the guy wires to our big tower. Annie Branch, 
KB4HNO asked who to call to get the pole down. Henry N4EDQ 
suggested calling some sign companies. Annie remembered Pat 
Smallwood, who had worked in Emergency service with her at the 
Hospital. Pat Smallwood Sign Co. the Boss himself, came out in 15 
minutes and in about 20 minutes was able to say, ‘Where do you 
want this put?’ We are grateful for the fast service and that our 
clubhouse and tower are no longer in danger. While the pole was on 
the ground overnight, someone stole the Rotor. 
Our Lake Amateur Radio Association is located in Lake County, 1 
mile North of 441 on 473, not far from Lake Square Mall at 
Leesburg. Come visit 1st and 3rd Thurs., at 8 p.m. 


TALENT IS KNOWING HOW TO DO SOMETHING; JUDGMENT IS 
KNOWING WHETHER TO DO IT.....THE AVERAGE POLITICAN 
WOULDN'T HAVE TO SPEND SO MUCH TIME MENDING FENCES 
IF HE DID LESS SITTING ON THEM. 


From front page 
air. . .ask around who was the Beacon Abuser is or was, then use it 
as a Node and not a Digi. 

Here’s the latest news on BIS: Finally we got the approval from 
the building Management to keep BIS at its present location. A few 
months ago BIS was disconnected from service, after someone on 
some radio talk show, mentioned that there was interference and 
foul language being emitted intentionally from a transmitter 
located on the same building as BIS is located. Strangely as it may 
seem, the building manager was listening to this one particular talk 
show. He rushed to the site and saw a Security Agency repeater, a 
Paging System and a small cabinet sitting by itself in the corner of 
the Repeater room. The small cabinet containing BIS and with 
markings outside the cabinet saying ““KB4MWU”’. That’s the one 
. . Unplug it! When Don, KB4MWU wnet to reset it, thinking it had 
locked up, he was informed of the incident. He explained what BIS 
and Packet was all about. The Manager was convinced, but now 
they wanted a letter. Well thanks to Harold, N4KWB, and another 
month later the letter worked! BIS will no longer be on 2 meters, 
and it will become a Node. The freq: 440 and 220 Mhz. Lets wish that 
project some luck! 

And now for MIA . . . I saw an article in the Florida Skip not too 
long ago that Miami didn’t have a link to the other Nodes in Florida. 
Well at one time the link wasn’t as good, but there was still through- 
put. This lost link article was a bit misleading . . . When it came 
out, the Node MIA was on the air and supplied Miami with its LAN. 
As a matter of fact, Miami was on its LAN while most of the other 
cities in Florida were still on 145.010 and 145.030 Mhz. and they were 
the ones complaining? Anyway MIA sits at approx. 320 ft. and is 
located in the Miami Downtown area. Its 220 rig was having 
problems, but now it’s back in service. During the 1988 Miami 
Tropical Hamboree, MIA handled a lot of traffic in and out for the 
BBS’s and local Users. 

Keep it tuned to the latest Packet Racket . . . 73’s South Florida 
Digital Amateurs. 


FADCA NET 
For those who are interested, Florida Amateur Digital Com- 
munications Association has a open phone net every Sunday at 8:00 
a.m. on 3.958 MHz. Join in if you want to learn about packet. 
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FLORIDA SKIP STOLEN EQUIPMENT HOTLINE 


Please call PARAGON TECHNOLOGIES at (305) 238-7226 or write 
to P.O. Box 163135 Miami, FL 33116 if you have had amateur 
radio equipment stolen or know the whereabouts of any of the 
following: 


MAKE MODEL TYPE SERIAL NO 
AZDEN PcS-4000 2 M MOBILE 200540 
AZDEN Pcs-4000 2 M MOBILE 202660 
BIRD 43 WATT METER 111008 
BIRD 43 WATT METER ? 
FLORIDA CUSTOM TAG LICENSE PLATE WB4KSD 
FLORIDA CUST TAG W/CAR ‘78 GRAN PRIX KB4AXD 
ICOM MICRO-2AT 2 M HAND-HELD 2280 
ICOM 02-AT 2 M HAND-HELD 34872 
ICOM 22-S 2 M MOBILE a 
KANTRONICS TNC-1 PACKETT TNC 49504 
KENWOOD HT-205AT 2 M HAND-HELD 8011004 
KENWOOD SP-100 SPEAKER z 
KENWOOD TM-211A 2 M MOBILE 51012739 
KENWOOD TM-2550A 2 M MOBILE 6060616 
KENWOOD TW-4000 2 M/440 MOBILE 3121204 
TRIPPLITE 40 AMP DC SUPPLY re 
YAESU FT-227R 2 M MOBILE ? 
POLARIZED SIGNALS 


Dick Jansson, WD4F AB, reports FO-12 downlink polarization is 
very sharply defined. That is, when the satellite is approaching 
you, one sense of polarization is strongly favored and when it is 
diverging from you, the opposite is preferred. When it’s overhead, 
it doesn’t matter, he says. Many operators, Dick remarks, are 
using far too much uplink power on FO-12 because they simply 
can’t hear their own downlink. This can be due, he concludes, to a 
strong polarization to left hand. Thus, you should have the ability to 
switch between the two to be successful and consistent with DO-12. 


Tnx AMSAT. 
(THE WESTLINK REPORT) 


COMMERCIAL GRADE POWER SUPPLIES! ! 


25 AMP $79.50 
35 AMP $109.00 


25 AMP CONSTANT (27 AMP SURGE) 
OR 35 AMP CONSTANT (37 AMP SURGE) 


2 METERS SHOW VOLTS AND CURRENT. 


FULLY REGULATED ADJUSTABLE OUTPUT 
4..5-15 VDC. 4 WAY PROTECTED. 


2 YEAR WARRANTY. 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
46 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 


TO OADER: 
TOLL FREE..800-327-3102 
Telephone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


CLOVER LEAF A.R.C. — WD4IIO 
By Regis Kramer, W4ILE 

Our winter season will be getting off with a BANG! Hernando 
County “CRACKER DAYS’”’ NOVEMBER 4-8 will use the services 
of CLOVER LEAF ARC to provide a message facility to be used by 
the public for the week-long event. We hope to put our PORTABLE 
PACKET STATION ‘‘through the mill’”’ while we input traffic from 
the fairgrounds back to the CLOVER LEAF base station. 

Welcome to our new member, Wayne Hilton and his XYL, Marie. 
Wayne, an ex signalman WW II, converted his CODE from “‘sight 
to sound”’. . . and is waiting on the KC4 call. Also a big welcome to 
Chet Svenson, W1HGK. Chet is an EXTRA CLASS, and a Volunteer 
Examiner with ARRL/VEC. He and XYL have just moved into 
CLOVER LEAF. 

Well ... we are STANDING BY for HAMDOM’s ‘‘gods of for- 


tune’”’ (ARRL/FCC) to see if we make it as a CLUB PARTICIPANT | 


in the 200th anniversary celebration of our U.S. Constitution. Sure 
hope we can put out that’ WD2II0 during ‘‘our’’ week in March ’88. 
We are planning a 24 hour operation. In the meantime we’ll be 
working on our WE THE PEOPLE - WAS award. 

The CLOVER LEAF gang has just ‘‘counted the pennies”’ from 
another very successful FLEA MARKET. As many of you know, 
our source of income for the ARC are the CLOVER LEAF residents 
themselves. Their flea market contributions have been turned into 
cash, by our diligent working club members and XYL’s. Proceeds 
are then used to purchase and build equipment along with main- 
taining present station facilities. 

The recently released NEW WORLD of AMATEUR RADIO will 
be televised on CLOVER LEAF’s CCTV “‘Studio-9” this coming 
month. 

TRAFFIC HANDLERS NOTE ... we QNI the K4GBB bulletin 
board via the Inverness digipeater, daily. Address traffic for us. . . 
“ST NTSNFL @ K4GBB” “‘QTC BROOKSVILLE.” 

FLASH! Wayne Hilton’s new NOVICE call is KC4BMS. 
Congratulations OM. 73 de WD4IIO. 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
By Jim Gundry, W4JM 
3910 kHz, Sundays, 1230Z-7:30 a.m. ET 

Congratulations to Duke, KI4GH, on his election as Master 
Oscillator for the first quarter of 1988. Duke puts out a fine signal 
from Miami. He’ll do a good job. Let’s support him to the utmost, 
including encouraging other hams to become Knights. 

Kudos to Jay, K9BSL, immediate past MO, for his handling of the 
net. We’re fortunate that he is keepingthe jobs of Speech-Amplifier 
(birthdays and anniversaries) and Buffer-Doubler (alternate MO). 

Last month everyone was encouraged to prepare an inventory 
list of his ham gear with instructions for disposition in the event of 
death. Another thing we should do is go through our junk boxes and 
dispose of everything we won’t possibly use. This is especially true 
for those of us on the far end of life’s yardstick! If you aren’t going 
to use something sell it, give it to someone who can or throw it 
away!! 


FLORIDA ROUTING TRAFFIC GUIDE 


A must in every Florida Ham Shack. Edited by Ron 
Mettler, WB4GHU. ARRL numbered texts, CW 
abbreviations, Emergency Communications, Florida 
city abbreviations, Florida cities listing, ICAO 
alphabet info on traffic handling, Message form, 
Florida net listing, NTS routing guide, QN signals, 
3rd party traffic restrictions, toll-free calling areas, 
2 letter state abbreviations, State abbreviation and 
ZIP codes, ARRL Net Directory registration form, 
MARS “2” signals most used, and more. 64 pages. 


ONLY $5.00 
Postage Paid (U.S. & Canada) 
FLORIDA SKIP 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 


Teach ‘em young, says Alan Wolfe WB4DYU as he has set-up 
his station in the 5th Graders class room. in South Miami area. 
If interested in starting up a school club station write Alan 
for details. (Photo by Carol Iglesias.) 


HAM RADIO PUTS SCHOOL “ON THE MAP”’ 

In December, 1987, the Royal Palm Elementary School (4200 
S.W. 112 Court, Miami, Florida 33165) Amateur Radio Station took 
to the air waves! Alan Wolfe, WB4DYJU, is the Chief Op. and music 
instructor at Royal Palm. 

According to Al, who holds an advanced class ticket, the students 
are learning about the world, its people, music and cultures, via 
Amateur Radio. Using a Tempo One and vertical antenna, the 
students have spoken to many hams throughout the world, gaining 
first hand facts about those lands and their people (where third 
party agreement permits). Among the countries Al has contacted 
are Italy, Germany, Israel, India, Ecuador, Cuba, Yugoslavia and 
Mexico. 

The teachers at Royal Palm are constantly seeking opportunities 
to make learning a lasting, exciting and enjoyable experience for 
their students. In fact, Royal Palm received the coveted 
Educational Excellence Award for their “‘Global Awareness”’ 
project during the 1986-87 school year. This year’s project goal is to 
celebrate our Constitutional freedoms. Via Amateur Radio our 
students are able to exercise our freedom of speech and assembly. 

In addition to the thrill of global communication the students 
have the opportunity to improve their knowledge of geography, 
map reading and their ability to express their thoughts clearly. 

Special thanks must go to Al Campbell, WAG6EES, for his 
donation of countless hours repairing and installing the station 
antenna and rig. Without Al’s intense interest in our young people 
there would be no station at Royal Palm at this time. And Lee 


‘Hughs, KA4UMH, Band Director at Sunset Sr. High School, 


donated a fine CW key. A final thanks to KA4HLO, Carl Jagielski, 
for his donation of coax. It is this tradition of generosity for which 
hams have always been known. If anyone has a current ‘““TUNE IN 
THE WORLD“: package, which they wish to donate to the club, 
please call Al at (305) 221-7961 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., M-F, or just 
send it to the school at the above address. It will be sincerely ap- 
preciated. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 
LAKE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
By Edith Eltzroth, LARS 
Lake Amateur Radio Association did a community service each 
week at Harry-Anna Hospital, Umatilla, FL. Richard, KB4IYR, 
and his daughter Jennifer Robbins, held a Children’s Net at 
Crippled Children’s Hospital in the Lounge. Jennifer filled cards 
and gave to her father, as each child talked with our other Club 
members on Stand-by. 
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DX WITH W4MB 
The Receiver — How do you know it working? 


The single most important unit toa DXer (and to other Hams) is 
the receiver. After all, if you don’t hear them, you can’t work them. 
And, since DXing often involves listening for rare ones on an ap- 
parently dead band, we get to a nice little problem — How do you 
know it’s working? 

There’s a check that everyone ought to use daily. Simply check 
the strength of the nearest crystal calibrator signal. When you get 
that new receiver or transceiver, record the strength of one or 
more calibration points on each band. If you haven’t done this, do it 
now. Make a permanent record: the instruction book is best, but a 
log book will do. Determine if changing antennas changes the 
reading. Usually changing from one 50 ohm antenna to another has 
no effect. 

If you don’t have a crystal calibrator, build one. Shunt two 7040 
gates with 470 ohm resistors (input to output). Connect the output of 
one gate to a 30 pF trimmer, and this to a 100 KHz crystal. Connect 
the crystal to the input of a second gate. Connect the output of this 
second gate to the input of a third gate, and also to the input of the 
first gate through a:‘0.001 mF fixed capacitor. Take output from the 
output of the third gate. 

With a 5-volt supply, the output of this is about 1.2 volts rms at the 
fundamental. It decreases 6 dB each time the frequency is doubled. 


THE NEW TREND OF AMATEUR RADIO 


Wey 


Ey 


It’s about one millivolt, or over 40 dB over S9 at 4 MHz. Vary the 
coupling to the receiver as needed 

There is another test which is very useful in a relative way. Short 
the antenna terminal to ground. The noise level should decrease, 
from the ambient noise, to the receiver noise. As long as there is an 
appreciable decrease in noise, your receiver is okay. But if there is 
no change, something is wrong. Find out why. 

For a real checkout, instruments are needed. There are several 
standard signal generators in possession of local hams. Or build 
and calibrate a relative noise generator per the handbook. Several 
absolute calibration noise generators have been described in QST 
and HAM RADIO. 

For really top performance, SSB receiver sensitivity should 
exceed 1 microvolt at 7 MHz, 1/2 microvolt at 14 MHz, etc. This 
ultimate sensitivity can only be used on very quiet winter nights. At 
other times, a receiver can be as much as 10-20 dB poorer, and still 
reach the ambient noise level. 

If you can hear the ambient noise, your receiver is working as 
well as necessary. You won’t be missing them. 

Incidentally, when you buy equipment, get a copy of the service 
manual as well as the instruction manual. Even though you don’t 
work on your own equipment, it’s a good thing to have on hand. 


Please see the complete REVEX line of laboratory 
ee) instruments and accessories. 


AVERAGE AND PEP RF MONITORING BUILT INTO ALL UNITS. 


1.6 to 1300 mHz, 1 watt to 5kw 


IN LINE TYPE SWR & POWER METERS 


EXCLUSIVE!!!PATENTED WIDEBAND Z COUPLER, AVAILABLE IN 
NO OTHER UNIT AT ANY PRICE, PROVIDES LABORATORY ACCURACY 


AND QUALITY AT AMATEUR PRICES... 


INTRODUCTORY MODEL 
PRICE $ 89 


W510 W560 


pebidets Bi ak $ 9 9 


price 129 


MODEL 


INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE $79 W540 W570 


MODEL 


MODEL 


7 177 
REVEX IN LINE WATT METER 
ee [ ne /s0/144/430 BF /144/430/1200 
W510 W540 W560 W570 
1.6-525mHz | «1.6 ~1300nis 


FREQUENCY RAKSE 1.6nHz ~ 30MBz 140 ~ 525nBz 


MEASURABLE 5KW/2KW/200W 200W/20W/4W 
POWER RANGE ~ 
re ee 


FWD POWER 


200H/20W/3H | 200H/20W/5H 


FWD POWER FWD POWER FHD POWER 
MEASURABLE REF POWER REF POWER REF POWER REF POWER 
FUNCTIONS PEP MONITOR PEP MONITOR PEP MONITOR PEP MONITOR 
SwR SwWR i SHR 


502 


SwWR 
ivant conscron| soso | aes _—~(|eisonmeszcne 


$1:$0239/S2:k-R 


1-BUILT IN 1-BUILT IM 2-BUILT IN Sl: BUILT IN 
$1: TROIDAL CORE $2: EXTERNAL Ch 
TROIDAL CORE STRIP LINE $2: CN Sl: TROIDAL CORE 
120(W) x 75(80)8 
DIMENTIONS 120 W x 72(80)8 120 W x 72(80) Bt 120 W x 72(80)8 x 85(146) D 
(n/a) x 85(114) D x 85(114) D x 85(114) D | EXTERNAL SENSOR 


WEIGHT APPROX. 700 APPROX 540 APPROX. 6708 APPROX. B00g 


RF 1.8 ~54 MHz, AF 10Hz ~ 40KHz AW, CW, SSB, OSCILLOSCOPE, TRAPEZOID, RTTY 


Wave Monitor Scope MS 1 directly monitors 1.8 ~ 54MHz band transmission signals (10 ~ 1000W PEP). Front 


¢ WAVE MONITOR SCOPE 


panel operation makes it possible to monitor RF envelope patterns and RF trapezoid patterns. Also, since the 
MS 1 has two sets of input terminals (one on the front and one on the rear panel) for observing audio band patterns, 


an RTTY terminal unit can be connected to allow monitoring of RTTY (radio teletype) cross patterns. 
FEATURES: 
1. AM, CW. SSB transmission signals, amplifier linearity, drive, carrier, sideband and CW key click conditions can 


be observed 


INTRODUCTORY ; 
PRICE ; 

4 

5 


$279 


Shift adjustments are easy to make as RTTY cross patterns can be displayed 
Receiver signals can be monitored as patterns in the 10Hz ~ 40KHz audio band can be observed 


Superior commercial quality. : 
2 Separate sets of input terminals allow multi-rig connection, without changing cables, with simple front panel 


switch selection. 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 


TO ORDER: 
TOLL FREE..800-327-3102 


46 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 Telephone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


10 / FLORIDA SKIP, March 1988 


NORTHERN FLORIDA APPOINTMENTS 
The Northern Florida Section enters 1988 with a full staff of 
Leadership Officials ready to serve the needs of the Amateur Radio 
Operators in our section. The assignments, names and addresses of 
these faithful volunteers follow: 
AFFILIATED CLUB COORDINATOR 
WD4RIQ, M. C. Griffin 
5092 SE Maricamp Road 
Ocala, FL 32671 
BULLETIN MANAGER 
N4GMU, Dave Sutherland 
P.O. Box 3502 
De Land, FL 32723 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 
WA4PUO, Juanita Hubbard 
P.O. Box 843 
Milton, FL 32752 
SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER 
AA4HT, Robert Van Winkle 
1007 Conniewood Drive S. 
New Port Richey, FL 33552 
TECHNICAL COORDINATOR 
WORAO, Ed Cox 
222 Shady Hollow 
Casselberry, FL 32707 
ASSISTANT SECTION MANAGER 
KB4LB, Wm. Wimberley 
P.O. Box 1377 
Sanford, FL 32771 
OFFICIAL OBSERVER COORDINATOR 
AB6I, John Reinke 
370 Kingsley Drive 
Casselberry, FL 32707 
SECTION EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 
WA4PUP, L. R. Hubbard 
P.O. Box 843 
Milton, FL 32752 
STATE GOVERNMENT LIAISON 
KC4N, John Hills 
1004 Lasswade Drive 
Tallahassee, F'L 32312 
Submitted by: R. V. Mackey, N4ADI, Section Manager 
Northern Florida 
NEW HAM RADIO VIDEO 

Those with a satellite receiver and VCR can view and record the 
newest Amateur Radio video, The New World of Amateur Radio. 
The tape will be uplinked on Sept. 29th at 6 P.M. EDT via GTE 
Spacenet 1, Transponder 12H (Channel 13 on most home satellite 
receivers). 

Presented in a fast-paced TV magazine format, the 28-1/2 minute 
program portrays the excitement and person-to-person contact 
that ham radio can provide. The ARRL helped produce the show 
and it is expected to be an excellent recruiting tool as the aim is 
toward the newcomer. Actually, two versions will be edited from 
the same material. One will be aimed toward hams and the other 
toward potential hams. 

Copies of the tape are available from ARRL for $20 prepaid. 
Others contributing to the production were Icom, Kenwood and 
Yaesu along with Roy Neal, K6DUE and other hams who work in 
media jobs. (NOFARS - BALANCED MODULATOR) 
FCC page.. 


VEC Eau Gallie Area by Florida Institute of Technology ARC, 
9:30 A.M. Walk-ins OK. ARRL VEC staff. Exams 3rd Sat. of each 
month through 1988. Novice thru Extra. Details call Bill Newkirk, 
WBSIVR, 305-724-6173 after April 16th call 407-724-6184. 

WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions, Novice 
through Extra, on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. Walk-ins accepted on a 
materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. Bring (1) original and 
photocopy of current amateur radio license, (2) positive ID; (3) check for $4.55 payable to 
ARRL/VEC (no fee for Novice exam), (4) original and photocopy of any CSCE for code or 
written elements. Form 610 will be furnished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 

Contacts for March 1 session are Fred Marchman, AA4FG, 813-849-1224 and Ralph 
Forrest, W2GLW, 813-842-8351. 


The newly formed Soceity for Promotion of Amateur Radio 
Awarness in Broward County participated and coordinated the 
First annual Plantation Polio-Plus 10K rade. The race was held 
on January 16, 1988 and was sponsored by the Plantation Rotory 
Club. The event attracted more than 350 runners. Once gain 
amateur radio operators provide communications support to the 
community. How about your club? ? From L to R: Chuck 
Bachus KA4KVI, Arnold Reich WB3LSW, Harry Atchison 
N4MJK, Ernie Gotfried N4PDM, Monte Migdol N4LLZ and 

Mike Goldberg. (Photo via KA4K VI.) Good work guys! ! 
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SIXTH EDITION 2 METER 
REPEATER MAP 
We are happy to announce the 6th Edition of our 

famous 2 Meter Map is off the press. Map editor Bill 
Tucker, W4F XE did his usual excellent job with 100 
percent updates. The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on 
50 pound light yellow paper with black ink, making it. 
easy to read. Each city has its own box containing 
repeater frequencies. Another list is along the left side 
making it wasy to see which city has what frequency. 
We are keeping the price down to 25 cents each plus 
your self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to 
MAP, Box 501, Miami Springs, F'L 33266. 
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THE BUG CATCHER 
From: Dave Kaiser, AL7HG 

Want to have the loudest low-band mobile signal on the air? Have 
you ever heard the operator of a mobile station say his antenna was 
a Texas. Bug Catcher and wonder what in the world they were 
talking about? This article will give you the loudest mobile signal 
on the air and describe the Texas Bug Catcher in detail. 

The Texas Bug Catcher originated (where else) in Texas, where 
everything is bigger and better. Those 5-land operators tried and 
tried to keep this antenna a secret, but with more and more of them 
using it mobile, the truth had to come out. 

A handful of hams claim to have invented the Texas Bug Catcher, 
no one seems to be sure who really did. The important thing is that 
it works, it’s inexpensive and quite easy to make. There are even 
three or four companies around making these antennas com- 
mercially, but be careful, as our Texas friends would say, some 
aren’t worth the powder to blow them. 

The bug catcher, strangely enough was called that because it 
looks like one of those electric bug catchers you see at the side of a 
pool. It has a single large coil which can be used to tune 80 through 
10 meters. With the new low-band rigs with built-in tuners they are 
easy to tune across the band and work super. 

I heard my first bug catcher signal several years ago when I 
tuned across 40-meters, listened to a QSO and broke in to talk to 
WA4LMD. Jamie, it turned out, was mobile in Louisiana and was 
5/9 in Fort Lauderdale. Our QSO went on and on as Jamie informed 
me he was driving to Fort Lauderdale. We set schedules and never 
missed one, he was always 5/9. 

When he arrived in Fort Lauderdale I had to see his antenna, 
which was basically a 105-inch Radio Shack whip, a 14-inch B-W coil 
and a 3-1/2-foot mast. The coil itself is tapped so that if you don’t 
have an antenna tuner all you have to do is hop out of the car and 
move a clip to the tap you need for a given band. 

Sounds simple enough. It is, AFTER you get the basic antenna 
set up. I promptly ordered the basics for the antenna from the same 
shop where Jamie had gotten his and proceeded to mount the an- 
tenna on my van. 

The key to a successful installation is in mounting the coil as high 
as possible above the trunk of the car or van roof. I had measured 
the roof of the van and ordered a 2-1/2-foot mast to put the coil 
about a foot above the roof line. 

The top of the whip on my installation is 13 feet, 6 inches off the 
ground. Keep in mind my van roof is about 8 feet off the ground. 

You will note from the attached photo that I have a custom van 
mount that places the base of the mast at the middle of the van’s 
back door, about four feet off the ground. 

Several of the commercially made bug catchers don’t take the 
height of the vehicle into consideration, and the mast isn’t ad- 
justable or removable. They work fine if your installation happens 
to be just the right height to put the coil a foot above the nearest 
obstruction. If not, the signal isn’t as good. 

Several of the commercial bug catcher manufacturers offer 
custom masts from 1-foot to 6-foot long. For the optimum in- 
stallation it’s best to actually measure the distance from your 
bumper or ball mount to the top of the nearest obstruction, trunk lid 
or roof, and add on a foot or foot and a half. It’s even possible to use 
a standard Hustler mast, however the masts made by several of the 
bug catcher manufacturers are a lot stronger. That coil weighs a 
lot, add windload and you’ve got a pretty good strain. Of course 
there’s always fishing line. 

There is one addition that will make your installation a lot easier, 
a capacitance coil (about $5) that you add to the bottom of the mast. 
This small coil attaches right to the bottom of the mast between the 
mast and bumper mount and makes it easier to tune the coil for 80 
and 40 meters. This coil is available from several of the com- 
mercial outfits. 

To install and tune the bug catcher any ball mount will do as long 
as it is well-grounded to the body of the vehicle. First place the 
capaticance coil on top of the ball mount and screw the mast in on 
top of that. Keep in mind that my van installation is quite a bit 
longer than most due to the fact that it is a high-topped van and the 
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installation had to really be up in the air. 

Next screw the loading coil into the top of the mast and screw the 
whip onto that. Now you will have a good idea how long your an- 
tenna installation will be. If your mast is 1-1/2 feet long, the coil 1- 
1/2 feet long and the whip 8-1/2 feet long, your total antenna height 
would be 11-1/2 feet long. 

Too long? No problem! Cut the whip down to whatever height you 
feel is most comfortable. I’m not sure how long the standard 
Hustler 80-meter mast with resonator and whip are, but you can cut 
this one down to that length if that’s what you’re most comfortable 
with. Keep in mind, of course, the longer the whip, the better the 
signal. 

In my van installation I cut the whip down so that the entire 
antenna would be 13-1/2 feet off the ground. Last summer I traveled 
from Florida to the Vancouver World’s Fair and back and only hit 
one bridge, which was on a back country road where I was lucky 
the van fit through, let alone the antenna! 

When you have cut the whip to the desired length the fun begins — 
tuning the coil! 

Most coils come with an alligator clip that allows you to move the 
clip up and down the coil to tune. It helps to have some red nail 
polish so you can mark the coil when you find the resonant point. In 
addition, I obtained some transformer taps which I position on the 
coil for the resonant point and then if I do want to get out and move 
the clip it’s a very simple process. 

It’s a tricky procedure to tune one of these things if you don’t 
know what you’re doing — if you do it’s fairly easy. 

You should begin tuning the coil at the lowest part of the lowest 
band you plan to operate. I doa lot of 80-meter mobile operation so I 
started there. 


Here’s a general view of the Texas Bug Catcher antenna, mounted 


on the rear of a van. (Photo by Sabia Kaiser.) 


First tune your radio to the lowest frequency you operate. Turn 
the volume up so that you can hear the static or QSO and keep in 
mind that when you tune the antenna for that frequency you will be 
tuned right there. 

Now at the antenna itself, make sure that all the connections are 
tight. Some hams use quick disconnect fittings and/or fold-over 
fittings so they can fold over the mast or antenna to go into a 
garage. Mine actually has a quick disconnect at the base of the 
mast and at the base of the whip. 

Before attempting to tune to antenna make sure the clip on the 


coil is disconnected and the clip at the base-loading coil should also 
be disconnected. 

The easiest way to tune is with a ladder. While listening to the 
low-band rig, move the alligator clip up and down the coil SLOWLY 
until you hear the loudest signal. Mark that spot with a small dab of 
nail polish. 

One thing to keep in mind is that with such a large coil and sucha 
small segment where the antenna will resonate, finding that point 
is often like looking for the proverbial needle in the haystack. 

It helps if you have a friend, XYL, whatever help by listening to 
the radio as you move the tap up and down the coil. The purpose of 
this exercise is to determine which portion of the coil gets NEAR 
resonance. 

Now we get down to the nitty gritty. Keep in mind that the 
resonant point for any given frequency will only be about an eighth 
of an inch of the coil, if you pass it you missed it. You now need a 
SWR meter in the line. 

One key point here, you aren’t looking for a 1.1 to 1.1 SWR. You 
are looking for the lowest SWR you can find, usually about 3 to 1. 

To find the resonant part of the coil slowly move the tap from 
right to left along the coil from the point you marked. Start out 
where you marked the coil. Tighten the tap there and check the 
SWR to get some sort of an idea how far off you are. 

CAUTION: Make sure to have the clip well secured to the coil. 
Stand back and apply the least amount of power required to get the 
SWR meter to work. Perhaps that’s another reason they call this 
setup a bug catcher, with even small amounts of power like five or 
10 watts, you can get zapped! 

If you check the SWR and it is something awful, like 10 to 1, go 
back to the previous step and re-evaluate where the signal sounded 
the loudest. You will find that if you are one or two taps off it makes 
a heck of a difference. 

On my installation I tapped one coil for the lower end of 80-meters 
(3.850) and the other higher at 3.945. The distance on the coils be- 
tween those frequencies is FIVE turns, so you have a lot to play 
with. You will find that you should be resonant on 80 meters for 
about 50 KC with a SWR of less than 1.5, but it climbs dramatically 
after that. I have a 440S with antenna tuner and do fine anywhere 
on 80 meters with the tuner in line. ee 

In general on 80 meters I found that one turn of the coil equals 
about 25 to 30 kc. Of course for 80 your tap will be fairly close to the 
bottom of the coil. 

Move the tap on the coil until you find a point that is about a 3 or 4 
to 1 SWR. After you find that point it is time to tap the loading coil 
on the bottom. This coil has an alligator or screw-clip on it. 

Follow the same basic tuning procedure. Move the clip up and 
down this coil until the signal sounds strongest. Tighten the clip 
there and check the SWR. If the SWR was previously 4 to 1, you 
should see it drop as you approach the correct position on the 
bottom coil. 

Now you’re almost there. Move the tap on the bottom coil until 
the SWR is at the lowest point. Now if you move your frequency 
slightly you should see the SWR go up or down to give you an idea 
whether the coil needs to be lengthened or shortened. Move the top 
tap, ONLY SLIGHTLY, to bring your SWR into line for the favored 
frequency. 

If you have two or more favorite 80 meter frequencies, no reason 
at all not to tap the coil in three different places. Once you have 
established the position for the bottom coil tap, you won’t have to 
change it for any other 80 meter frequency. 

You will, however, have to change the bottom coil tap for op- 
timum operation on 40 meters. Go through the same procedure, this 
time the resonant point should be somewhere around the middle of 
the coil. With 40 meters you will find that if you hit the resonant 
point in the middle of the band you will be able to work the entire 
band with a good SWR (the same is true of the rest of the bands). 

AFter you find the right spot on the coil, the proper point on the 
lower coil should be shorter, perhaps two or three turns up from the 
80 meter tap. If you’re lazy, like me, you might try finding the 
resonant point on the top coil with the lower coil tap connected. 

I’ve tried both lower taps on 40 meters and found that moving the 
lower tap doesn’t really seem to make that much difference. 


This view gives a close-up look at the Wheel and the tapped coil 


of the Texas Bug Catcher. Read on..... hoto by Sabia Kaiser. 


Believe it or not, the 80 meter tap was the hardest to find. The 
higher you go, the easier it is. One reason for this is the fact that the 
entire coil turn will be resonant on the upper low bands. 

The lower coil tap, by the way, isn’t a factor when you get above 
40 meters. I just leave mine attached all the time. 

You will note that my antenna has a top-loading capacitance hat. 
The main reason for this is in case you decide to get crazy andruna 
mobile kilowatt. The hat avoids corona, which could be another 
reason why the Texans call this thing a bug catcher. I’ve seen these ' 
antennas really light up at night with a kilowatt AND the hat. 

I’ve had my bug catcher installed for over two years. With three 
cross-country trips on it, I have had to break it down a few times, 
wipe the corrosion off the fittings and put it back together, but aside 
from that it’s still running strong. In my travels I’ve made literally 
thousands of contacts, worked all 50 states (even on 80 meters) with 
a 5/9 report and worked quite a few DX contacts as well. For an 
investment of only slightly over $50, that ain’t bad. 73 all, I’m about 
to take off for a drive from San Francisco to Washington, D.C. and 
wouldn’t think of doing it without my companion the Texas Bug 
Catcher. 

KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLES 
By Jim Gundry, W4JM 
3910 kHz, Sundays, 1230Z - 7:30 a.m. ET 

With deep sorrow we report the death of two long-time net 
members: Harold Wier, K4RLK, Titusville, FL and Bob Ragsdale, 
W4AJX, Oviedo, FL. May they rest in peace. 

Master Oscillator (NCS) KI4GH, is doing a fine job of running the 
net. But, because Duke is down in Miami, he may have problems 
reading up-state signals when band conditions are poor. So be sure 
to use phonetics for your call if indicated. This will be especially 
true as we move into spring conditions when skip may shorten up. 
As we go down the road with the Knights everyone should volunteer 
for a turn at one of the net positions, Master Oscillator (NCS), 
Speech Amplifier (birthdays and anniversaries), and Buffer 
Doubler (alternate NCS). Don’t those terms bring back fond. 
memories to you old timers?! The guys that have been doing the 
jobs in these poisitons do an excellent job but, in all fairness, others 
should demonstrate their ability to function in the three positions. A 
three month term in any of the three positions shouldn’t create a 
hardship for anybody. 

Finally, now that we are in the hamfest season, let’s try and get 
together as best we can during these functions. How about putting a 
K of K badge on your cap or shirt for quick identification. 


NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE! 

Remember Our deadline is the 10th of each month. 
For all copy and commercial ads. The 13th is deadline 
for Hambars. Our normal mailing date is the 25th. 
Please don’t call Ye Editor on’the 27th and ask why 
you did not receive your issue! All copies are mailed 
exactly at the same time! Thank You. Editor. 
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ARMY MARS INFORMATION NEEDED! 
= By Mac, AAR4ND AND KB4WX 

It is much more difficult to collect the information needed to 
write this column than it is to actually write it. Each of you can help 
me do the jub a little bit better if you will fill out the questionnaire 
‘“HOISY” puh’‘ched in the last issue of the QUA. Some of you have 
already donc su. 

I can easily understand why people hesitate to make this kind of 
information available. Some do not trust reporters any more. I do, 
but I am not a reporter. On the other hand as the Public Officer for 
Florida MARS I do think it is appropriate to tell people who we are 
and what we do. Others are too modest to tell people about their 
activities. Because I fully understand this I am _ including 
something about my background in this article. It explains why I do 
not understand some of the fine points about AMATEUR radio that 
most of you are very familiar with an active member of MARS. 

I enrolled in college to learn to be a commercial radio operator 
and see the world. Like most freshmen I got side tracked and ended 
up with a BS degree in chemistry. From ’25 to ’31 I was a rubber 
compounder but the depression finally caught up with me. After 
teaching in school a couple of years I became a graduate student at 
Iowa State College studying chemistry. Corn was cheap so we 
worked on blending alcohol with gasoline and it worked very well 
because tetraethyl lead was cheaper and easier to mix with 


gasoline. Further more I was a chemist and not an economist and 


the Head of our Economics department told me so in no uncertain 
terms. Consequently I enrolled in some economics courses with the 
understanding that if I passed them they would waive the required 
undergraduate courses. They did and I continued to study 
Economics. Now, more than fifty years many of of the major oil 
companies sell alcohol gasoline blends and Presidential Candidates 
suggest that it is one way to reduce the deficit. 

In 1959 Auburn University offered me a position of Associate 
Professor which I accepted and applied for admission at Harvard 
to finish my PhD. Then came Pearl] Harbor and a decision between 
the Military and Civilian service was necessary. The Department 
of Agriculture prevailed and the War Manpower Board sent me to 
Atlanta as Deputy Regional Director of the War Food Ad- 
ministration. Just prior to the end of WWII The Commission sent 
me to the Tennessee Valley Authority as Chief of the Industrial 
Economics Branch in Knoxville where I remained until I joined the 
University of Florida faculty, 1951, as a full Professor and member 
of the Graduate Faculty. Here I taught Marketing and Land 
Economics, primarily at the graduate level chairing 6 PhD and 10 
masters committees. While on the U of F faculty I was a consultant 
to the Governments of Costa Rica and Jamiaca and to Florida’s 
Attorney General and Executive Secretary of Revenue. 

After a sabbatical at the University of California at Berkeley I 
retired in 1972, brushed up on my code, qualified for a license 
(WA4HHM) and joined MARS. This, and a travel trailer kept me 
busy for five or six very enjoyable years but I never did get entirely 
out of the consulting business. There is something fascinating about 
being an expert witness in court cases either for or against the 
government depending on the nature of the case. 

The Florida Department of Revenue retained me to prepare a 
series of courses to train Tax Collectors in their duties and 
responsibilities. To do this I bought an APPLE computer rather 
than hire a secretary and again became a member of the U of F 
faculty. When the job was completed the Legislature substantially 
raised the salaries of those who passed the four courses. For me 
this all came to an end in February 1985 when FSU was awarded 
the contract to continue the program. 

Now, almost seventy years after I started out to become a radio 
operator I have my own station (KB4WX AAR4ND) that will do 
almost everything I want to do but do not have the energy to really 
use it. Nevertheless I am still on SSB voice and 2 meter FM and will 
be back on RTTY as soon as I learn how to use this new and com- 
plex digital equipment a little better. 

I never did find the time to finish a PhD degree but those young 
and not so young people that are capable should surely do so. It 
does not guarantee a successful career, but it does create op- 
portunities most people do not know exist. 
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00 CORNER 
By Eric Hogberg, W4TAH 

If you failed to send in a renewal for your license before it expired 
you no longer can operate legally. You must wait until your 
renewal comes back to you. To keep this from happening send 
Florida Skip the date of your renewal and they will notify you, and 
while you are at it tell them what your wife’s birthday is and they 
will keep you out of real trouble. 

Repeater operation is permitted on the following frequency 
segments: 
29.5-29.7 Mhz 
52.0-54.0 Mhz 
144.5-145.5 and 146.0-148.0 Mhz 
And any frequency above 438 Mhz 


220.5-225.0 Mhz 
420-431 Mhz and 433—435 Mhz 


Got a renegade ham on your hands? You know the type: He 
operates simplex on the input of the local repeater. Or worse, he 
puts his repeater on a frequency pair of his choosing despite what 
the local frequency coordinator has to bay. Some renegades enjoy 
setting up shop on FM in popular EME and terrestrial weak-signal 
areas, creating havoc with communications of good spectrum 
citizens. 

The renegade writes off his ‘“‘Operation”’ as being in strict ac- 
cordance with the letter of law in Part 97. ‘‘Sure, wideband fm is 
permitted at 144.15 — check in the regs” and “‘I was here first — 
who cares if this happens to be some dumb repeater’s input?”’ are 
popular retorts from the renegade. 

These retorts, however, don’t wash with the Commission. and 
thanks to a recent communique, the FCC’s feelings are down on 
paper. Lets use good Amateur practice and abide by Nationally 
recognized band plans. 


EVER WONDERED WHAT 
Is INSIDE A MAXCOM®? 
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ant oe evToMaric 


iO WATTS DED 
+72 200 MHz 


NOW YoU KNOW 


Absolutely no tuning with a MAXCOM system. 
pc connect. dial your frequency and talk... 
That's it, just TALK. 
OVER 4000 MAX: COM STATIONS WORLD WIDE 


BOX 502, FT. LAUD.. FL 33302 


9 305-527-5 172 
Ouaxcom is a registered Pe evitid and is owned by Maxcom Electronics, Inc. 


THE BOTTOM LINE: “MAXCOM WORKS” 
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LIMITED QUANTITY SALE 


IC-4AT ... One of the most popular 44OMHz HI's ever manufactured. It 


-has a proven track record over the years for being rugged, reliable and 


having high quality sound both on transmit and receive associated with all 
ICOM products. Constructed from ABS plastic with stainless steel battery 
slides, one: piece rubberized 16 key ttn pad, heavy duty stainless steel belt 
clip, NiCad battery pack with wall charger, synthesized 800 channel 
capability. | 
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IC-271H .. . 100 watt 2 meter multi-mode(FM/SSB/CW) full featured Base 
Station. Included at no’ extra cost are 32 memories, memorizes mode, 
frequency and offset, flourscent display(2 colors), memory and frequency 
scan, 38 subaudible encode tones, dual VFO’s, switchable s/center—tuning 
meter, hand microphone, plus many others. The IG—271H is 12VDC from the 
factory and may also be operated on TI7VAC with the optional internal 
switching power supply or optional external power supply. 


ALMOST 30% SAVINGS 
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FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY 


Ve MIKES ELECTAGNICS 


1001 NW 62 STREET 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 22200 
305-491-7110 


MIKE SPIVAK 3 BLOCKS NORTH OF W COMMERCIAL BLYD ON NW 10 TEARACE 
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ternational 
racers 


K4TWS 


LOMAN LEE LARGEN 


HOROLOGIST 
IMPORT - EXPORT 


Divers Watches, Sales & Service 


P.O. Box 69-3752 


aati FEZ Miami, FL 33269 


Paragon 
Technologies 


Printed circuit board 
artuork from your lachenmatic 


12663 SW 116 Ct. 
. Jan Zysko C00. 
N4 MEI iD; Miami, FL 33176 


(305) 238-7226 


KALVZ 


Gerald R. Skinner 
APPRAISER W4TQE 
BROKER-SALESMAN cuupt ey M4. SKINNER 


REALTOR- ASSOCIATE? REALTY WORLD 


REALTY WORLD® — Realty Il, Inc. 

561 Maitland Avenue, Altamonte Springs, FL 32701-6398 

Bus: (305) 331-0062 After Hours: (305) 679-0976 {rp 

Each office independently owned and operated ES sat | 
WB4WNA 


| LiALEAH. 
ft LECTRONICS 


EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 
WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 


© Electronic Parts Specialists 

© Audio-Video Accessories 

© TV Antenna Systems 

© Marine Antennas 

© RCA Closed-Circuit TV Distributors 
_© Test & Design Equipment 


Joe 


'§14 EAST 9th STREET 
HIALEAH, FL 33010 
887-5936 ¢ 885-0992 


e Intercom Systems 

e TV & Computer Service Schematics 

e Digital Components 

© Complete Parts Inventory 

© Professional & Friendly Assistance 
_YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


beimont } _ 1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., 
a? HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 


DOCS 


Communications 


702. Chickamauga Ave. 
Rossville, Ga. 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-5610 
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“KNOWN FOR 
SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


W4WYR 


RELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305) 233-4444 @ Eves. (305) 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla, 33513 


Owned By Beverly jou alata 
443.125 / 448.125 


FIRST QUALITY NICAD BATTERY PACK 
FOR YAESU 207-208 . . . $28.00 
Commodore Computer Chips, PLA 82S100: $17.00 
CPU 6510: $12.00, PIA 6526: $12.00, 6567: $17.00 
6581: $15.00, 8701: $9.00 
NEW!!! Diagnostic Chart for Commodore C 64-128 
Repair Your Own Computer: only $6.95 
EXAR Chips: 2206: $4.40, 2207: $4.25, 2211: $4.95 
‘RF Transistors. Diodes. Adaptors, Connectors 

Add $2.00 Shipping Per Order — 


P.U. Box 94, East Rockaway, NY 11518 
AL SMITH, NRzn + eeal och 


THE 


CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


W4ZD & TIZBEV 


BEV B. CAVENDER 
PRESIDENT 
G.R.I. 


1200 U.S. 27 N - P.O. Drawer 1083, Lake Placid, FL 33852 
Office: (813) 465-4451 or 385-5133 - After Hours: (813) 465-2638 


Florida Custom Plastics 


‘CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


“@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS-AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 ULMERTON ROAD, NO. 56 
LARGO, FLORIDA 33541 


POINTS SOUTH ELECTRONICS 

SURPLUS...SURPLUS...SURPLUS 
° Resistors (low-high wattage) 

Transistors © Connectors 

Capacitors ° Diodes 

Repeater Cabinets (many sizes) 

Used Amateur Radio Equipment 


OR WHAT DO YOU NEED??? 
4009 West 18th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 557-9477 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHONE (813) 584-5121 


A PICTURE IS WORTH 10,000 WORDS 


| ee 


Al. 
SVSTEI : 
AMATEUR: COMMERCIAL- MARIN 


. SATELLITE * CELLULAR ° 


BEE @® RADIO 
Bem SYSTEMS 


5001 N.W. 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 594-4313/4314 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 


(Milam Dairy Rd.) |: 
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THE. “FCC INFO PAGE 
BOCA RATON AREA EXAMS 


FCC exams are given by the IBM Radio Club at the IBM facility 
in Boca Raton. Exams are scheduled for the first Friday of the 


month at 5 P.M. Bring a photocopy of your license, positive I.D., 
and$4.£5 to cover the testing fee. Contact Pete Brunet, WS4G, 
during working hours at 982-3885 for more details. 


HAM CLASSES IN BRANDON 


Class dates: Tuesday evenings, January 19 through March 22, 


1988; Examination date March 29, 1988. 


Class time: 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. Student registration: at first 
Brandon Amateur Radio Society 
(B.A.R.S.) Address of class site: Brandon Senior High School, 1101 
Victoria Street, Brandon, FL 33511. For information contact: Fred 


session. Class sponsor: 


D. Kierstead, K4TN, (813) 685-3631. 


BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC Examinations by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per 
month, on the FIRST Saturday at 8:45 A.M. and on the THIRD 
Thursday at 7:30 P.M. No pre-registration required and all forms 
provided. 

ADDRESS: 1601 North Harrison Parkway (NW 136th Ave.), 
Sunrise. 

FEE: $2.00 except Novice, which is free. 

BRING WITH YOU: your license (the original), a photocopy of 
that license, the original of any credit certificates and a piece of 
photographic ID (Driver’s license is OK). 

TALK-IN: available on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: call Chip Allen, AK4Y (H) 476-8761 or 
(W) 476-4763 or call Joe Loewy, KB4FO (H) 434-8211 or (W) 476- 
4567. From Dade County, during business hours only, 592-8600. Ask 
for extension 4321 or 4697. Recorded info (24 hours) 476-4444. 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

FCC Exams sponsored by Charlotte Amateur Radio Society 
‘(ARRL-VEC), 9 A.M. Saturday, Feb. 27, 1988 at Port Charlotte 
Christian School, 3279 Sherwood Rd., Port Charlotte, Florida. 
Contact Mel Jerkins, W4STI at 813-629-6276. 


ARRL VEC Examinations are given the third Saturday of each 
‘month at 0930 at Florida Institute of Technology, Room Q-22, 
Melbourne, FL. Call (305) 589-6750 for further info. 


Dade County Schedule 
Location: Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5600 S.W. 
87th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33173. 
Examinations start at 9:00 a.m.: Saturday, March 12, Saturday, 
April 9, Saturday, May 14, Saturday, June 11, Saturday, July 9, 
Saturday, August 13, Saturday, September 10, Saturday, October 8, . 


Saturday, November 12, Saturday December 10 (Second Saturday 
of the Month). 


Tropical Hamboree Exams: Dade County E.0.C., 5600 S.W. 87th.” 


Avenue, Miami, Florida, Saturday, February 6, 1988, 9:30 a.m. 
Walk-in examinations on test available basis. FCC Form 610, 
Photocopy of License, Positive I.D., $4.55 check payable to 
ARRL/VEC needed for exam. 
Mail FCC Forms and Check to: Jose A. Ramos, WW4W, 6011S.W. 
11th St., West Miami, FL 33144. 
. sa for further information: Ron Ball, WN4L, 247-2944 after 6 
, DUNEDIN-TAMPA BAY AREA ; 
W5YI Coordinated Amateur Radio Exams conducted by the D.A.R.A. V.E. testing 
team, the first Monday of every month, at 7 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building NO. 
99, Dunedin High School, 1615 Pinehurst Rd., Dunedin. Please bring original and copy of 
license, positive identification and $4.55 fee. 


Talk-in 145.210 or 145.310, 600-. Walk-in accepted. Info from KI4MO, (813) 531-1911, 
AA4X1 539-9509 or write DARA, P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, FL 34697. 


: FORT MYERS AREA 
The 1988 test schedule sponsored by the Fort Myers ARC 


(ARRL/VEC) is as follows: March 19, 1988, May 21, 1988, September 


24, 1988, November 19, 1988. 
Contact Bob Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle S.W., Fort 
Myers, F'L 33919 (SASE) or phone (813) 481-4880 for information. 
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"Lane, Venice, FL 34293. Tel. (813) 497-4014. 


LAKELAND AMATEUR EXAMINATIONS 

The Lakeland Amateur Radio Club will conduct amateur 
examinations on Saturday, March 26, 1988 at the American Red 
Cross building, 1815 Gilmore Ave., Lakeland, FL. Examinations 
will start at 9:30 a.m. ARRL/VEC protocol will be used and can- 
didates must present the original (if any) of their amateur license, 
a copy of same and a check, made out to ARRL-VEC, in the amount 
of $4.55. Walk-ins will be accepted but prior registration will be 
appreciated with Norm Weddell, W9HOH, 2314 State Park Road, R- 
9, Lakeland, F'L 33805. 813/665-5085. W9HOH will supply FCC Form 
610 for aS.A.S.E. 


MARION COUNTY 
W5YI Testing — Novice through Extra, every second Monday, at 
7:00 P.M. Marion County Government Complex at the corner of 
S.E. Ft. King Ave. and S.E. 25th Ave. Talk-in on the 146.61, K4GSO 
Repeater ; Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. Contact Jim 
Brenner, NT4B, 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK, 245-7254. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA EXAMS — CRESTVIEW 

FCC exams are given the second Saturday of each third month, 
,at 9:00 A.M. Local, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 S. 
Wilson St., Crestview, FL. Fees $2.00, walk-ins welcome. Free 
Coffee, 610’s on hand. Plenty of rag-chewing, talk-in on 147.36 - 
WB4CDR/Rpt. Bring Copy of license and an I.D. with picture (e.g. 
Driver’s License.) . Ms More infor: 
WB40RK/CVE, Rt. 1, Box 189 CF, Crestview, F'L 32536. 


OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI Exams are held each month on the last Saturday at 10a.m. at 
the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, FL. 
All exams are on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.35. Novice tests free. 
Talk-in is available on 145.130 (TX-600) or contact Jerry, K4UBR 
629-6049 or Terry, N4NWN 351-0489. December test will be on Dec. 


19th at 10 a.m. 
EXAMS AT ORLANDO HAMCATION C- 

FCC exams will be given SUNDAY, March 13, 1988 at the Expo Center on Livingston 
Street, Orlando, Florida at 10:00 A.M. The cost will be $4.00 and will be conducted by 
CAVEC. Check-in will be on the Second Floor on the East end of the center. Novice thru 
Extra Class will be offered. ; : 

Pre-registration may be done, by sending a copy of your license, with a check for $4.00 
to R.V. Mackey, CVE to him at P.O. Box 1598, Maitland, FL. 32751. We will attach it toa 
proper 610 form and will have it for you at the “PRE-REGISTERED” desk. Please in- 
dicate what tests you wish to take when you send it in. Walk-ins will be accepted and they 
will go to Room “A” to pick up the 610 forms and fill them out before checking in with the 
cashiers. 

You will need your original license, a copy of it, and any CSCE’s and copies of them, 
along with two forms of identification when you check-in. : 

Any questions? Call N4ADI at 305-644-5905 or write to P.O. Box 1598, Maitland, FL. 
32751. Good luck! 

PALM BEACH AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. 


and 
PALM BEACH JUNIOR COLLEGE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
P.O. BOX 6834. West Palm Beach, FL 33405 

The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving Amateur Radio License Tests 
on each 3rd Saturday of each month, at Palm Beach Junior College, 4200 Congress 
Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, Room — Criminal Justice 101, at 9:00 A.M. The tests are 
given under the ARRL-VEC and curently cost $4.55. Walk-ins permitted on as long as we 
have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly advised, except for code testing. 
Next tests for 1988 will be on March 19, April 16, May 21, June 18, July 16, and August 20. 

TAMPA TEST SCHEDULE 

Last Thursday, each month, February 25, March 31, April 28. Red Cross Bldg., 217 N. 
Howard Ave., Tampa, FL, 7:00P.M. : ; 

Bring a copy of your license and $4.55 CASH, along with 2 ID's. Non-programmable 
calculators are permitted. Candidates for NOVICE are welcome. To insure seating, 
advance notice is recommended. Call: Arlie, K8O0CZ (813) 986-6352 or Scott, KA4FRO 


(813) 685-2514. 

Treasure Coast Repeater Association, Vero Beach will hold FCC Exams 
March 26, 1988 at Vero Beach Civil Defense Ha., 1840 - 25th St. 9 AM 

. Copy of your FCC license and check for $4.55 made out to ARRL/VEC 
along with a 610 FCC form is necessary. 610 forms may be obtained from 
The Treasure Coast Repeater Association. Box 3088, Vero Beach, FL 32964. 


VENICE FCC EXAM 
FCC exams are given for all classes of Amateur Radio licenses 
on the second Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the Venice 
Public Library, 320S. Nokomis Ave. 
Bring a completed FCC Form 610 (Forms will be available at test - 
site), your driver’s license or any legal photo ID, a photo copy of 
your present license (to be attached to Form 610), the ORIGINAL 


_ of your present license (This will be returned to you) and $4.00. (No 


fee required for Novice exam. ) 
For further information contact Don Fontaine, N4ET, 252 Cocoa 
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Quarter Century Wireless Association 


THE FLORIDA STATE QCWA NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJ MH 

QCWA Vice President suffered a cardiac problem and a double 
by-pass operation is required. For further information, listen to the 
Sunday QCWA net on 14,347 KHz at 3 P.M. Chapter reports for 1987 
are coming in quite well but we suggest check with your secretary 
to see that your chapter report has been sent in. Just like the 
Marines, QCWA is looking for a few good members to qualify to 
serve as QCWA Officials. The 1989 elections will need election of all 
officers and 5 directors. We surely have this talent in our Florida 
chapters. If your candidate is not nominated by the nominating 
committee, a simple petition signed by 50 members will do the job. 
The only reason that your chapter news does not appear in the 
QCWA Journal is that no report is sent in by your secretary and 
also that’s why your news does not get in this column. Nuff sed. Stu 
Meyer, W4GHK is working on the QCWA 40th Anniversary Year- 
book and has extended the deadline for submission of material to 
March Ist. If you have any information of the QCWA past, send it to 
Stuart Meyers, 2417 Newton St., Vienna, VA 22180. When you have 
your 1988 roster completed, send it to HQ and it will be checked for 
expiration dates, etc. The deadline for the next QCWA Journal is 
March Sth. 


GATOR CHAPTER: There were 40 members and guests at our January 2nd meeting. 
The guests were Lloyd W8TRY and Don Pice W4PCO who is secretary of the Pelican 
chapter. Wes Randles W4COW, national treasurer of QCWA presented our President Bill 
Penhallegon, W4STX with the QCWA Meritorious Award in grateful appreciation of his 
untiring and devoted efforts and services to the Gator chapter. Our Canadian member 
Tom VE3PD4J is very ill in a hospital in Canada. Bob K40Q’s wife is quite ill. We are sorry 
to report that John Peterson, W4WDYV, is now a silent key. 

Dave Stocky, K4KE was written up in the “‘Rancher’’ magazine, a publication of the 
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches. Dave organized the Boys Ranch Amateur Radio club in 
1968 and he set up the equipment and designed the club rooms. even though he lives 230 
miles from the ranch, he averages 6 visits a year. The program was given by Officer 
Robyn Walk of the Largo Police Dept. She talked on crime prevention. 

—Reported by Eli Nannis, K4J MH 

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER: Our chapter held their regular monthly meeting on 
Jan. 16th at the Sirloin Steak House on Route 98 in Lakeland with 40 members and guests 
in attendance. Election and installation of the 1988 officers was held. President, Frank La 
Londe W4PBL, V.P. Norm Weddell W9HOH, Secretary Jim Gundry W4JM and Treasurer 
Charles Stevens K4RIF. Bud Drobish W9QVA, past secretary was reported to be home 
following surgery. Charles Chapman W4SVB, a past president spoke in support of Frank 
La Londe W4PBL who is campaigning for the 1988 QCWA job as a national director. Frank 
made a presentation of a plaque to Orv Johnson VE3BFS honoring him for his 1987 term as 
president. Guest speaker, Jay Cope EA6RCM from Mallorca Island spoke to the group on 
the customs, commerce and geography of the island. A special meeting was held Jan. 19 
for the Executive Committee to review the contents of the QCWA manual which is 
prepared by HQ. Appointments were made as follows, Jim Gundry, Membership, Norm 
Weddell, Programs. Jim Gundry, Communications and for Publications Contacts, Norm 
Darch, Projects and Training Classes, John Spark, Health and Welfare. If Wayne 
Chapman W8TKR is unable to to this job, Wayne has done a very good job in the 
pastyears. He was not at this special meeting. 

—Reported by Charles Stevens, K8RIF 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER: Our chapter had a meeting on Dec. 10th at the House of Chong 
in Sarasota and it was attended by 80 members and guests. Wes Randles, W4COW, 
national treasurer, presented Frank Lester, W4AMJ, with an award, a replica of a spark 
gap in honor of his having been one of the founding members of QCWA 40 years ago. Wes 
also brought the gift as well as one of the souvenir imprinted drinking glasses from the 
national meeting in San Diego last month. Mary K8ONV presented a brief report on 
convention activities, including a description of the ‘‘QLF’”’ contest, which she and her OM 
K80HG participated in. It was great fun. President John Willig W8ACE introduced our 
“Ham of the Month” Bob Siff K4AMG, with a very interesting rundown on Bob’s many 
accomplishments. New member welcomed was Archie Carpenter, NS8D, from 
Bradenton. Our visitors were Cathy W4BAV, Blanche W4GXZ and Dinny KK4FH. Joe 
Keller WD8JPF was our speaker and he discussed coaxial cable and proper connections. 
At our January 7th meeting there were 74 members and guests present. Adah Elliott, the 
President of QCWW was our guest. Our ham of the month was Art Herald AA4AN. Our 
speaker was W8ACE John and he discussed some interesting amateur radio experiences. 
He was also a prime mover in promoting the great successful Dayton Hamvention during 
the early years. Stu Meyer W4GHK will be our speaker at the QCWA luncheon at the 
Sarasota convention on Feb. 20th. 

—Reported by Mary Ryden, KBONV 

SPACEPORT CHAPTER: Twenty-one members and guests attended the luncheon 
meeting at the Holiday Inn in Cocoa Beach. K6ETB presiding. Spencer Allen KOREC 
made no report due to absence. It was reported that our member Harold Wier K4RLK 
became a silent key recently. Jim Farrior W4FOK outlined his 6 week archeological 
expedition to Mayan ruins in Belize, Central America in FEB. In addition to his other 
duties, Jim will provide ham radio communications back to U.S. using solar power. 

—Reported by Spencer Allen, KOREC 

HERNANDO CHAPTER: Our Christmas party meeting was held on Dec. 15th at the 
Emporia in Brooksville. Ed Cook K4JEU is in the hospital and improving. We are sorry to 
report that Leonard Simon K4HBV became a silent key in October and Dorothy Bower, 
XYL of Stuart K4KFL in December. Wes Randles W4COW gave a report on the QCWA 
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Recently, Gator QCWA Chapter President Bill Penhallegon W4- 
STX received a Meritorious Award from Les Randles W4COW, 
National QCWA Treasurer, January 2, 1988 Congts OM ! ! 


national newsletter, renamed the QCWA Journal. The next national convention will be in 
Virginia in 1988. OUr new officers are President Frank McCarthy W1YTB, V.P. Beverly 
Darbyson WA4MOY, Secretary Unice Gordon W1UKR, Treasurer Lois Bixler W4PQN 
and Board members Ed Handly W100R and Steve Stevens K40K. 
—Reported by Eunice Gordon, W1UKR 
PELICAN CHAPTER: A record attendance gathered at the EconoLodge Motel in St. 
Petersburg on Jan. 20th. Harry Bloechle K4WP and his ‘“‘two headed boom box conducted 
the group on a musical trip through the 20’s and 30’s assisted by the rendering of Glenn 
Miller, Wayne King, Lawrence Welk, Guy Lombardo and others. A most unusual program 
enjoyed by all. Phil Stern WA4ZVO reported receiving an acknowledgement from QCWA 
HQ for the $800 gift to the Building Fund from Pelican and Gator chapters and he 
discussed the need to renew the Building Fund endeavor. Our chapter meets for Breakfast 
at Buddy’s 5th Avenue North at 34th St. on the first Wednesday at 8 a.m. and for luncheon 
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the EconoLodge, 5005 34th St. N. at 11:30 
a.m. We invite anyone to join us and meet an old friend and make some new ones. 
—Submitted by Don Bice, W4PCO, Secy. 


NEWS RELEASE 

The Dayton-Cincinnati chapter of the Quarter Century Wireless 
Association announces the 1988 annual QCWA banquet Friday, 
April 29, the first evening of the Dayton Hamvention. Neil’s 
Heritage House has an outstanding meal for us. C.O.D. bar is at 
6:30, the banquet starts at 7:30 p.m. EST. 

We are most fortunate to have Carole Perry, WB2MGP, recipient 
of ‘‘Ham Of The Year” award at the 1987 Dayton Hanvention, and 
an outstanding teacher, as our speaker. 

Banquet tickets are $13.00 each. Come and join the fun. QCWA 
membership is not required to attend. For tickets or information 
contact Bob Dingle, KA4LAU, 657 Dell Ridge Drive, Dayton, Ohio, 
45429. Phone (513) 299-7114. 


25 Years a Ham? 


NOTICE STATE 
QCWA/OOTC. 


Fr —- Z ; 


e Preserves and promotes Amateur 
Radio awards and recognition for 
members 
¢ Over 160 local chapters 
e CW and SSB nets « QSO parties 
¢ Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
1409 Cooper Dr. ¢ Irving, TX 75061 


EACH SUNDAY 


7PMON 


3955 KHz. 


C U THERE. 


GSC ELECTRONICS 


_-’ 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
<( WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 ® FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


RATE CARD INFO. HAMBAR service of electronic equipment ONLY is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateur at the rate of 10cents 
per word, which includes address, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any 
HAMBAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAM- 
BAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published unless ac- 
companied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads contain the full 
mailing address, call sign and the ZIP, Area-phone number, if any. Make it 


EASY for person wanting to buy YOUR equipment. No HAMBARS via 
telephone! COMMERCIAL DISPLAY. Full Page $120.00. Half Page $75.00, 
1/4 Page $55.00 and 1/8 Page $36.00. CAMERA READY. Lay-out, make-up, 
typeset fee is extra according to size of ad and typset required for same. 
DEADLINE for all Hambars and ads, 8th of each month in P.O. Box 501, 
Miami Springs, FL 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Thank you 
for your cooperation. Editor. 


Texiex Skyneedle - TM-358 tower 23-58 ft. motorized with remote control. 
Also Telrex rotor, control box plate. You pay freight. Serious inquires only. 
Steve Chamberlain Al4R, 560 Ketch Dr., Naples, FL 33940 813-261-0097. 


WANTED: TenTec Triton IV Digital model 425 with power supply. Good 
working condition. Also TenTec antenna tuner if available. Russ Forsyth 
K4YS, P.O. Box 48 Warne, NC 28909 704 389-3000. 


WANTED: Drake L-7, May consider L4B, also MS-7 speaker, 7077 mike 
and SP-75 speech processor. Don Montogomery N4MCG, 1539 Anglers Dr. 
N.E., Palm Bay, FL 32905 305 723-6085. 


FOR SALE: FT757 GX, mint $675. LA1000 lin. mint $375. AM tuner, 
mint $150. Collins 75A4 mint, $375. Collins 75S1 mint $175., Collins 
30L1 mint. RCA desk mike :25 will trade on all listings. Kenwood 2600A 
mint, Tempo S%. WANTED: YAESU monitor scope 901. Norm W1TTT 
164 Sandpiper Ave., Royal Palm Beach, Fl. 33411 305 969-0899. 


‘WANTED: Older N.T.S.C. Vectorscope Tektronix 526 or equivilant, 
working or not. Richard Marsh WA4JJQO, 7350 Buchanan St., Hollywood, 
FL 33024 305 961-6839 mornings. 


FOR SALE: ICOM IC551D, 6 meter transceiver, like new condition $500. 
Ray Wood K4DAV\V, 3304 Wood Trail Blvd., New Port Richey, FL 34653 
813 376-0247. 


FOR SALE: 2-T199/4A computers: 1 video modulator: 2 power supplies, 
AC9500: 1 Data cassette: Cables. Package only plus UPS. Details from Art 
Wilson KE4FD, 1160 Brown St., Englewood, FL 34224 813 474-1572. 


EVERYTHING WORTHWHILE IS AT FIRST DIFFICULT. 


IAG gee eee a ee ee cee Call Sian 


Address 


NOTE: When sending in HAMBARS (HAM BARGINS) PLEASE include 
your full name, call, mailing address and phone numbers! Make it easy 
for the buyer to reach you. We must have all the above in each HAMBAR! 
SE Ser GE SBAGE ie. ee aa eee panera ened: 
ANTENNAS: TELEX GY GAIN V two meter OMNI. 138-174 MHz. 
New extended double zepp antenna Hy-Gain V2 obtains a VSWR of less 
than 1.5:7 at resonance and has a 2:1 VSWR bandwith of at least 7MHz 
Two sets of 1/4 wave radials and a centered feedpoint put the radition 

at the horizon, not the sky! One of the best for 2 meters. $45. Presently 
up and use at W4lIYTs QTH. SIGMA 3/2CBantenna C38 antenna. 
Better know as ‘’ The Big Wheel’’ Can be adjusted for 10 meters. By Hi- 
Gain. Pick-up only $15.00 Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Drive. Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


FOR SALE: UHF repeater complete ready to go on the air. Includes 40 
watt amp, phone patch with 100 No. auto dialer, notch filters, tone con- 
trollers duplexerx and ant. extra, P.S. and receiver $2,200. After 6PM 
call 305 688-7882. Julio Cabrera KI4IR, 696 East 52nd St., Hialeah, FL 
33013 305 688-7882. 
ee en ae 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO “SPRING” into something new? Rember us 
for used gear.....buy, sell, trade and consign. We’re here to serve your need 
since used gear is our business. Send $1. for latest list or $6. for year. Tony 
Musero K3UKW, 1609 So. Iseminger. St., Phila., PA 19148 215 271-8898 
Write or call please 73 ! 
eee 
WANTED: Late model Drake TR-4 transceiver. Must be excellent condition. 
Dan Savilla WA4EGS, Route 1 Box 231-E, Interlacken, FL 32048 904 - 
684-2307. 

ee ran ee 
AMONG THE FOOTPRINTS OF TIME, SOME PEOPLE LEAVE ONLY 
THE MARKS OF A HEAL. 


WANTED: Crank-up tower, need 50 footer, tilt over would be nice to have. 
Galvanized or aluminum prefered. John Chaput KK4LI5 3254 Partrides 
Ave., Lake Placid 33852 813 465-7607. 

a ee ek ee ee eee ee 
SELL; Tempo 2020 transceiver with matching VFO and speaker. Drake 
L-4B linear with Drake power supply. Hy-Gain tri-band quad 2 elements 

in Original‘box, never used. Old OST, CQ, 73 and DX Bulletins. All 

mint! Alex Kasevick VP2MM, 2756 NE 14th St. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

33304 305-564-4327. 

Me ee ee ree et ne se AE 
101 + Code/theory exam passing tips. $1. + SASE. Bahr, 2549-FS8, Temple, 
Palmbay, FL 32905. 


oan : 


SELL: XEROX 800, magnetic card, magnetic tape typewriting systems. 
South Florida FM Association, a non profit FL Corp. has 5 of the above 
systems for sale. New price was from 6 to 8 thousand dollars each. We 
are selling them for a fraction of this . These typewriting systems are 
ultra professional construction and quality and are real workhorses and 
would make a valuable addition to any small business or office. Space 
does not permit to give all details for same call SEFMA Pres. William 
Bradley WA4LLJ at 305 596-2424. 


' PERSEVERANCE IS A VIRTUE, BUT STICKING TO YOUR GUNS 
WHEN YOU'RE OUT OF BULLETS IS PIGHEADED:. W4ZGG... 


ETE Ca OA Tae ea eat aS eS as ee NS ee a oes 1 
I wish to place a HAMBAR in Florida Skip. It should read as follows: 10 cents per word. Minimum $3. 


See rate card for details. oa 


Phone (___ ) 


City state, cine ee ee es ee 


L——W— Please print (leaibly) or type copy. If additional space is required, clip or staple on separate sheet of paper. Thanks. Ye Ed, A.C —— — = inl ‘ 
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SELL: AZDEN 5000 2 meter transceiver 140 to 170 MHz with manual & 
bracket $175. Firm! Leave message for Mr. Yetman at 305-245-2639 or 
write P. O. Box 0852, Miami, FL 33233 - Al Yetman 


An insurance salesman asked a woman: ‘If you should lose your husband 
what would you get?”’ She thought for a moment and then said brightly: 
A poodle! 


SELL: COLLINGS KWM-2 power supply mike, console - 312B-5. Collins 
75A4 manual. Speaker filters. Amp. Lin LA-1000, 10 to 160 plus manual. 
Kenwood HT TR2600A. (2) Yaesu FRB relays. Norm W1TTT, 3095 S. 
Military Trail Store 2, Lake Worth, FL 33463 305 969-0899. 


WANTED: Good RF Mpose Bridge Palomar or MFJ - reasonable price. 
Layton Ruse W4VBQ 2131 SW 62nd Ave., Miami, FL 33155 305 266- 
4946. 
FOR SALE: Two Collins URR-390As, general coverage 1 to 23 Mhz, 1 
ke readout. One works good $150. the other needs work on dial clamp 
drive $60. Both with all meters and top and bottom covers. Pick up only, 
or make arrangements to pick-up.. Manual for National NC240 receiver 
and Power supply 240 .:(490-30,000 kHz - 1940. $5.00 all plus ups. Andy 
Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


FOR SALE: YAESU FTDX560 excellent condition. Includes external 
speaker, spare driver, NEW . Matched set spare finals NEW. $245. for all. 
Ron McLean KK4CR, 101 Tally Ho Lane, Sephyrhills, FL 34249 813 - 
783-2327. 


WANTED: Instruction book for Johnson Viking II transmitter. Glenn C. 
Diggs W4BFQ, 65 George Ave. Merritt Island, FL 32953 (no phone given.) 


WANTED: Collins 30S-1 round emblem. Niust be new or in like new 
condition. Also looking for mint KWS-1, call Don Gies K4GIT days 
305-625-0461 nights 987-2767 or write giving particulars to 3120 
Hallandale Beach Blvd., Hallandale; pL 33009. 


THIS IS PROGRESA? MAN BECAME TIRED OF LIVING OUTDOORS 
AND COOKING OVER AN OPEN FIR&. SO HE MOVED INDOORS 
WHERE HE CONVINCED HIMSELF THE FOOD WOULD TASTE 
BETTER COOKED OUTOOORS OVER AN OPEN FIRE... 


TRADE: VHF Marine transceiver, Cybernet CT X-1200, 1 watt or 25 wts 
12 channels, for a 2 meter mobile HAM transceiver, 25 watts, TT-pad or 
what have you. Leonard Gardner W2QBC, 458 Two Mile Creek Road, 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 716-873-0447. 


FOR SALE: Collins 75S1 receiver $150. 32S1 Xmtr $150. Station con- 
trol 312B-4 $100. Power: supply 516F-2 $65. Turner Dyna mic U-915 
$20.. Heathkit SB-614 $50. Multiband vertical $50. TAKE ALL $450. 
Mrs. Robert Stapleton W4CNB, 4225 NW 67 Terr. Gainesville, FL 3260€ 
904 378-0802. 


NEED: Ext VFO for Kenwood 850S ( VFO-230). Will sell or trade VFO 
820 $100. Bill Asbury WB4GYZ, 19125 Waterway Rd. Jupiter, FL 33469 
305-746-3372. 


SELL: YAESU FT101ZD transceiver W/SP901P ext. speaker/phone patch 
and FV-1012 Ext. VFO. W/Boxes and manuals, mint $500. Pick-up only. 
Jeff Bolda, WC4E, 3226 Manxcat Ln., New Port Richey, FL 34653 813 
376-0353 from 5PM to 8 PM. 


SELL: Collins 30L1 linear with3 spare tubes $375. or consider trade 
for digital HF transceiver. Bill Fells W5OG, 6857 Broadmoor, North 
Lauderdale, FL 33068 305 972-8601. 


FOR SALE: Complete Collins station: 32SC transmitter 75S3C receiver 
, 30L1 amplifier, 312 station console, Collins dummy load, 516F power 
supply, 2 - Collins antennae tuners 180S-1 62S1 two and six meter con- 
verter, Heathkit scope, Xmit foot control, Astataic mike, all manuals 

and connecting cables. Pick-up only $850. Jim Rozzelle WB4GTY, 1320 
Eleanor Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32301 904 877-6682. 


ere | SE eS Se ee eee eee 
ORLANDO FLORIDA-50 foot Rohn 25 tower with tribander and Ham III 
rotor, with goes with house. Write for details. Pat Paris WO4LXN, 6428 
Undine Way, Orlando, FL 32818 305 298-9424. 


SALE OR TRADE: two meter 5/8 wave mag mount $20. VOMAX speect 
processor $40. Heathkit SWR/Watt meter $30. 2 -5 Amp power supply 


$10. F-T 2.1 SSB filter $30. NYE 2Kw low pass filter $15. $140 takes 


all. Jim Thomas N9GGN, 5004 Tallow P 
904 668-0370. allow Point Rd., Tallahassee, FL 32308 
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Sell: Hi-Gain 6 element Feam used - disassembled. Reaches out for DX. 
Moved and put up Mosley on hand. $75: Bill Perry WB4MQO, PO Box 
1146, Clewiston, FL 33440 813 983-9429. 


Sell: Amplifier for use with CB 10 meter FM conversion. Includes CW 
preamp and built in power supply $150. Armaud Gilone KJ4JQ, 1329 
Kenlake Ave., Spring Hill, FL 34606 904 686-2525. 


WANTED: new home for approx. 1000 radio magazines, OST, 73, Etc. 
FREE , you ship. J. A. Wall W2RPE, 119 E. Knapp Ave., Edgewater, 
FL 32032 904 427-2613. 


TACT IS THE ART OF MAKING A POINT WITHOUT. MAKING AN 
ENEMY... 


FOR SALE: Cleaning out the shack. Everything works. Tektronix 527 
TV waveform monitor $350. Hallicrafter SX-117 receiver $60. Matching 
HT-44 transmitter $60. Both for $100. Collins 75S1 $125. KLM Multi- 
2000 2 meter rig 144-148 FM $60. 10W out $200. 2 meter amp 10 in 

70 out $60. 3.5 MHz - 30 MHz general coverage SX-122 $100. Richard | 
Marsh WA4JJQ, 7350 Buchanan St., Hollywood, FL.33024 305 961- 
6839 Mornings please. 


LICENSE UPGRADES SUPEREASY. Superfast Morse Code Supereasy - 
tapes, tailored by psychologist/engineer, allow passing with ease. Specify 
Novice/General or General/Extra. Only $10. each. Supereasy Written 
Exams use memory aids to cut studytime 50%. Novice, Tech, Gen: $5. 
each. Advanced, Extra: $10 . each. Moneyback guarantee. ‘Free catalog: 
SASE. Bahr, 2549-FS8 Temple, Palmbay, FL 32905. 


MISFORTUNE FORCES US TO FOCUS ON OUR STRENGTHS AND 
DEVELOP THEM MORE FULLY. AND THAT MAKES US BETTER 


NOTICE: See our SKIP ads about our new 2 and 440 __— Florida repeater 
maps. Off the press in January. Still only 25 cents seach with your Self 
Addressed Stamped Envelope to P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


BARKER & WILLIAMSON, Baw 72 ohm 1 kW low pass 
filter, loks new 1.5 to 30 MHz. $10.. -W2AU Balun with lightning asses- 
ter, new in box $10. Ham shack 24-hour GMT TYMETER electric 
Digital clock Brown 31/2 H X 7% W X 4” D. $12. EF Johnson T-R 
Switch for Q SK break-in on revr/Xmtr combos, 115 VAC with probe 
plug for monitoring. Cat. No, 250-39. $15.Heathkit Field Strength meter 
HD-1426 $10. Original Model T Ford Spark Coil. (my first xmtr asa 
kid) Collectors item only. $30. All above plus UPS. Andy Clark W41YT 
41 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


FOR SALE: Heathkit HW-5400, excellent solid state rig with digital 

readout. Lambda power supply, mike and phone patch, tuned up and 
aligned by’ factory. $375 or best offer. Jan Zysko NrMEl, 12663 SW 

116 Ct., Miami, FL 33176 305 238-7226. 


NOTHING W.KES A PERSON MORE PRODUCTIVE THAN THE 
LAST MINUTE...... 


FOR SALE: HEATHKIT SA2060 Delux antenna tuner 1.8 to 30 MHz 
$140. Jan Zysko N4MEI, 12663 SW 116 Ct., Miami, FL 33176 305 
238-7226 eves/machine. 


FOR SALE: Surplus 6 ft. repeater racks with doors, outlets, extras $40. 
Also GE Master power amps with 2200 volt power supplies. condx 
unknown - make offer. Jan Zysko N4MEI, 12663 SW 116 Ct., Miami, 
FL 33176 305 238-7226 Eves. 


AZDEN SERVICE by former factory technician. Fast turnaround. PCS- 
300 NiCads $34.95. SOUTHERN TECHNOLOGIES Amateur Radio, Inc 
10715 SW 190 St. No. 9, Miami, FL 33157 305 238-3327. 


WANTED: More Ham shack - Operators phatos. Can be in color so long 
as colors not too dark. Club photos, of Field day, contests, or special 
events. Give details of person in photo please. Editor, Florida Skip. 


FOR SALE: \Ameco 50, 144 & 220 MHz 
VFO with 115 VAC supply, no manual $12. Heathkit Electronic voice 
Control Mod. VX-1 $5. Muffin fans $3.00 each. All plus UPS. Andy 
Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


NOTICE: DON’T FORGET OUR DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY IS THE 
10th OF EACH MONTH’. WE CAN TAKE HAMBARS UP TO THE 15th 


BUT MUST BE IN BOX 501, MIAMI SPRINGS FL 33266. NOTHING. ~ 
VIA TELEPHONE | ! 


NOTICE NOTICE 


Please check your mailing address label (top line) to 

know your expiration date. We WILL NOT send you 
a seperate expiration renewal notice anymore. Thank 
you for your cooperation ! ! Editor. 


BES SE SE TE ER SR TE 
HAM-SOFTWARE for IBM's and compatibles. ‘‘HAM-LOG” logs your 
QSO's and prints mailing labels for your QSL cards. You can sort all 
enteries and search by call, date, state, etc. This is a complete database 
program. Nothing extra to buy. $10. postage paid. ‘““HAM-CODE” is 
complete code practice program. It will send you random code or you 
can type on letters and numbers from your keyboard and the program 
will send the code. You control the speed and the pitch of the code, 
even while the program is running. $10. postage paid. ““HAM-AWARDS"” 
tracks your progress on DXCC, WAS, WAC, and County Hunters. It 
also prints the mailing labels for your OSL cards. $10. postage paid. 
Order all 3 for just $24.95. QUEST ELECTRONICS, 938 Bannock, 
Denver, CO 80204 303 623-7700. 

A Bie Sn I BS dd he 
XEROX 800 Memory typewriter for SALE: South Florida FM Assn. 
selling Xerox 800 Mag card typewriters in full WORKING condition. Con 
tact President William Bradley, WA4LLJ at 305 596-2424 or write PO 
Box 430025, Miami, FL 33143-0025. These machines are service sup- 
ported by Xerox and come with complete documentation. $300. tax 
deductible contribution for each working unit. 


FOR SALE: Heath 10-4541 Oscilloscope $150. 1B-1103 frequency counter 
$100. 1G-18 audio generator $110. HW-2036 2-M Xceiver $150. HM-2102 
VHF wattmeter $30. IT-3120 FET/Transistor tester $60. ET-3200 digital 
design experimenter $50. Rohn 32 ft. tower with winch and ratator $150. 
B&K 970 radio analyst $60. Larry Tumey K4GMZ, 5824 Lake Breeze Ave., 
Lakeland, FL 33809 813 858-4539. 


HAPPINESS ISN’T FOUND IN SEARCHING FOR IT. It CAN COME 
QUIETLY WHILE YOU ARE HELPING OTHERS... 

ES ES Bil sb lla ale te Ma 
SELL: Kenwood TS-520S with CW filter, $300. MC-50 mike $30. W. H. 
Ferguson W4DSR, 2510 Leeward Way, Winter Park, FL 32792 305 - 425- 
6045. 

ee eS ee ee ee eee Mawes Nee 
SELL: ICOM IC-EX-2 Marker/extension terminal. Brand new in box with 
instruction book. $30. Heath ‘‘Cantenna Dummy RF load’”’ 1kW with manual 
& oil $19. Heath Relative Field strength meter HD 1426 $10. Archer SWR 
meter can handle up to 500 watts $10. SHURE Brothers “‘Controlled 
Magnetic mike with push-to-talk stand with instructions $15. Astatic “DN-HZ” 
SSB mike with chrome PPT ‘‘G” stand w/cord and plug $15.Realistic Navaho 
22 chn! CB Xevr with mike. Works 115 VAC or 12VDC, looks new $20. 

Mag mount matching antenna $8.00 . All above plus UPS. Andy Clark W4lYT 
41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 

ere a eet) Er ee 
WANTED: All 2 meter FLORIDA SKIP owners... Please ad a box for Christ- 
mas, FL repeater frequency 7.960/7360. Christmas Florida is east of Orlando 
and West of Melbourne. The little box fell of the map on the way to the 
printers. One thing for sure--we wanna keep Christmas in Florida. Sorry 
about that.... Editor 


SELL -- Yeasu 2000B amp, as new, reworked, retubed by AES - 1000 watts 
linear amp - 80-10 meters $350. Ed Link KZ4C, 9146 Pinto Dr., Lake Worth, 
FL 33467 305 965-0684. 


HUSBAND TO WIFE AFTER A FAMILY ARGUMENT: “WOULD YOU 
KINDLY TELL ME THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR SAYING “' 
TOLD YOU SO” AND ‘I'M NOT GOING TO SAY | TOLD YOU SC. ?... 


FOR SALE: STANDARD REPEATER. Includes COR controller, power 
supply, phone patch and custom rack. $1,000. for all. Call “Phinney’’ WB4- 
UMT, 813 788-1344, 3339 Allen Road, Zephyrhills, FL 34248. 

a seer 
WANTED: Decca or C.A.1. coil sets for SSB 150 SSB 125 marine transceiver. 
Van Field W20QI, 17 Inwood Rd., Center Moriches, NY 11934 516-878-1591 
or after Jan5 904-738-3284. 

ee a a ee 
FOR SALE: Sencore freq. counter FC-45 and prescaler PR-47-30 Hzto 
600 MHz - Instruction book, cables, recently sentto Sencore $250. Have 
Calibration certificate - Also looking for UHF Dipper. Arthur Rose W1PXL 


6453 - 31st Ave. No. St. Petersburg, FL 33710 813 345-4030. 
Also selling Boonton Elec. Corp. Mod. jo, 1018 300/1000 MHz 


eeeeeeSeSeSeSeSSSSeeeSSsS 


WANTED: ANY QCWA member to check in on GCWA Wednesday 
Net at 1:30 PM on 3035. Any speed is our pleasure. join us next 
Wednesday. Bil Waldo W4PI, Net mgr. Orlando. 


eee 


Code Practic sets (key & Buzzer) mounted on 4X8 inch piece. Takes ‘‘D” 
cel, $16. plus $2. S & H. Order now or SASE for info. R. Humston WA4- 
ABM, 623 Lk Holloway, Lakeland, FL. 33801 813 665-3989. 


SELL 35 ft. steel tower with fold-over mechanism, 2 band 10-15 meter 
beam, Ham M Rotor 75 ft. new control cable, 75 ft. coax, easy take down 
$175. Jack Marino K4FAQ, 4495 NW 17th Ave., Ft. Lauderder, FL 33309 
305 771-6819. 


PEOPLE DON’T WEAR OUT. BUT THEY OFTEN RUST OUT... 


SERVICE monitor: 10 kHz to 1GHz, com-ser BR-1000 good condition 
all updates including squelch. With power pad for duplexer alignment/ 

direct transmitter alignment. $1500. OBO Archie Lopez W3ILZ, 240 

42 ave. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703-5806 813 821-1080 . Perfer local 
pick-up. 


FOR SALE: SWAN 500C with matching speaker/power supply and VOX. 
Excellent condition $300. or best offer. Call evenings or leave message on 
recorder. Jan Zysko N4MEI, 12663 SW 116 Ct., Miami, FL 33176 305 
238-7226. 

ee ee ee ee Oe a Miele! Ei 
NOTE SNOW BIRDS!!! When flying North or South, PL EASE let 
SKIP editor know, so he can make a correction on your address label!. 
It cost SKIP 30 cents each time you move and the Skip is tossed out by 
the Post office Depaartment. Let us know at least a week before you 
move. Most publications require 4 to 6 weeks. We don’t Only 1 week. 
Thanks for your consideration. - AC - Editor/publisher, etc. etc etc. 


LETTERS 
Dear Mr. Clark, 
The Playground Amateur Radio Club will be holding its Swapfest Saturday, March 19 and 
Sunday, March 20. The club members would appreciate it if you could mention it in the 
Florida Skip. 

The Ham/Swapfest will be held at the fairgrounds in Fort Walton Beach. The doors will 
open at 8:00 A.M. both days and close at 4:00 P.M. Saturday and 3:00 P.M. Sunday. 
Overnight RV parking will be available at the fairgrounds. 

Any help you can give us in publicizing our event. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Ange, 

Member, Swapfest Committee 
Ft. Walton Beach 


Dear Andy: 
In your October 1987 issue of Skip, I read about the people at Southern Technologies in 
South Dade. I paid them a visit ‘‘j 


just to see what was there” and ended up buying several 
ae that I was in the market for (after shopping around). Now comes the reason for this 
tter. 

Being a new Ham, I was unsure of just what I was doing, and unfortunately, I had 
purchased a defective power supply from one of your advertisers in HAMBAR, which 
damaged my new radios. The folks at Southern ‘ech not only repaired it but delivered it 
personally to my home and set it up and, of course, got damaged again because of the 
power supply (no one knew what the problem was up to this point). Again, another repair 
and another visit to my home to set up the radio at which time it was determined that the 
power supply was bad. I now have a working rig and am tremendously in their debt. If 
anyone asks me if it’s worth paying a little more by purchasing locally versus through 
mail order, needless to say I’d have to relate this story and let them be the judge. I would 
have to ask if any mail order house would give the service that I received and how much 
would it cost? I ended up paying NOTHING! except a promise to remember this when I 
decide to purchase my next piece of equipment. Need I Say more? 

Sincerely yours, 
Ken Brodeur, N4RLM/AA 
Miami, FL 


LETTERS 
Dear Andy: , 
Like you I am a newsletter editor who is always looking out for interesting pieces of 
* information about amateur radio to print. Enclosed is some material about our club, the 
IMRA, whose members are engaged in running traffic for missioners overseas, and in 
contributing radios to get them on the air. Please feel free to use our news release in your 
newsletter. 

We have professionally produced a video which you might find interesting as part of a 
club meeting. It explains our work in detail. Clubs can borrow it or purchase it for $10.00 if 
there is a desire to keep it. ’ 

Your club might want to sponsor a member to join us, and in that way get first hand 
information on what we do. First, you or a member of your club might want to monitor our 
net to see how we operate. Membership dues are only $5.00 a year, which entitles the 
member to a roster and the bi-monthly newsletters. Listen Mondays thru Saturdays from 


1:30 P.M. TO3 P.M. EST on 14,280 kHz. : 
Sincerely yours, 


Rev. Michael F. Mullen, C.M., WA2KUX 
President 

St. John’s University 

Jamaica, NY 11439 
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The photo taken by Frank Sullivan, NJ4S of the Dade Radio 
Club, sponsors of the Miami Hamboree shows the parking area 
of the RVs who remained overnight(s) for the 2 day show. See 
front page for more deails. 


SisDatonklt sis elie telanteiade ies cs ub ee ye OL ee) OE a ee 
The Dade Radio Club wishes to thank all of those who attended, 
and invites everyone back next year for an even more spectacular 
Hamboree. 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: THANKS ALSO TO ALL WHO STOPPED 
BY OUR FLORIDA SKIP BOOTH — 73/88 AC) 


FREE VIDEO TO HAM CLUBS 
The International Mission Radio Association (IMRA) announces 
the availability of a half-hour videotape about its work — ‘“‘Making 
Contact.’”’ The IMRA provides a daily, except Sunday, two-hour 
traffic net to help overseas missionaries of all denominations 
contact their family and friends in the States via amateur radio. 
The organization consists of 1,000 hams in forty countries and 
annually the net handles 12,000 pieces of traffic. 1988 marks the 
IMRA’s 25th anniversary of service as a non-profit organization. 
“Making Contact’’ details the work of the IMRA. Some of the 
highlights are: 
e A former Navy Chaplain discusses the great benefits of 
amateur radio 
e Earthquakes in Peru and Mexico City 
e Missionaries themselves from the field 
The half-hour program was professionally produced at St. John’s 
‘University’s $3 million TV Center in New York. ‘‘Making Contact”’ 
aired on two national satellite systems and was viewed by millions. 
The IMRA offers to loan a copy of the video to any ham who 
wishes to view it. Many clubs who have used it as a program at 
their meetings have enthusiastically received it. The tape is also 
available for purchase at $10.00 per copy. Interested parties can 
contact Fr. Michael Mullen, C.M., WA2KUX; President of the 
IMRA, St. John’s University, Jamaica, NY 11439. 


Warren Mulhall, WA2BPV, chairman of the equipment com- } 


mittee, appears in the show to discuss another service — loaning 
rigs to get the missioner on the air. In its 25 years the IMRA has 
provided $50,000 worth of equipment, much of it donated by 
members. The IMRA is very grateful to hams for their kindness 


and seeks any equipment in good operating condition for those still ~ 


in need. Anyone interested in donating equipment can write to 
Warren at 16 Iroquois Road, Manasquan, NJ 08736 with a 
’ description of the equipment and its condition. Warren will advise 
shipping instructions to New Jersey. Our Net meets: Mon.-Sat., 
1:30 to3 P.M. on 14.280 SSB. 


FREE 1988 CALENDARS FROM SKIP.------ 
For the past 15 years, FLORIDA SKIP has offered a free calendar to 
it's SKIP members. The 1988 calendars have been ordered from Chicago 
and should arrive shortly. We have given out thousands of the multi- 
colored post-card size calendars in the past and once again will send 
them to anyone who sends a self addressed stamp envelope (SASE) to: 
CALENDAR, FLORIDA SKIP, P. O. Box 501, Miami Springs, 
FL 33166 As mentioned the Calendars are free but if you care 
to make a small donation to cover handling would be OK. 
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9TH ANNUAL FAWCET MEMORIAL 10K RUN 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO 

On a cool Saturday moprning in January fifteen members of the 
Charlotte Amateur Radio Society met in the cafeteria of the 
Fawcet Memorial Hospital in Port Charlotte, Florida for a good 
breakfast and a final briefing before the start of the run. Actually it 
was two runs, a short run of one mile and a 10K run for the more 
Communications for the event was coordinated by Guice W. 
Johnson, WA4LHO. The hard work was contributed by: Jim Weir, 
KK4AM, Frea Begeal, N4OSK, Virginia Keller, KK4FH, Paul 
London, KI4XZ, Ron Milbourne, N4KPJ, Bruno Paras, N4EAR, 
Tony Commercio, N4QDD, Walter Hoettels, WB4ITH, Joe Keller, 
WD4JPF, Jeff Gunn, VE3FOQ, Pat Randall, KE4VV, Arie Cook, 
K4IB, Jocelyn Gunn, N4QPK and Bob Webb, K9HBJ. 

On behalf of all the participants and helpers we offer our 
congratulations and thanks to everyone that helped to make this 
event a success. 


RADIO CLUB SCHOLARSHIP GRANT 
Named for Woody Zellers 

At a recent meeting the Sky High Amateur Radio Club voted to 
name their Annual Scholarship Grant “‘The Woody Zellers 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.”’ Mr. Zellers, W4IIR, was one of the 
founders of the Sky High Radio Club which was formed in 1979 by a 
group that started out as the ‘‘Citrus Amateur Radio Associates.” 

“Woody,” as he was affectionately known, built the first club 
repeater from parts he had stored in his workshop and for the first 
few years the repeater was located at his home in Floral City. When 
tower space was made available at the Sky High Ranch ‘‘Woody”’ 
donated the repeater to the club and the club name was changed. 
From the beginning until his recent death, ‘‘Woody’’ maintained 
the repeater equipment and was trustee of the club repeater. He 
was retired from the Army and for a number of years served as 
Emergency Coordinator for Citrus County. Naming the Scholar- 
ship Fund in his memory was to honor his many years of dedication 
to Amateur Radio and the Sky High Amateur Radio Club. 

This is the second year that the club has offered a $500 grant toa 


. graduating senior of Citrus High Schools who enrolls in a full time 


course of study at any accredited two (2) or four (4) year College or 
University in the United States. 

The Scholarship will be awarded on the basis of academic per- 
formance in High school; SAT/ACT scores; financial need; 
proposed course of study at college; career plans and teacher- 
counselor recommendations. . 

Applications can be obtained at the Citrus County School Board 
Office, 1507 West Main St., Inverness, FL 32650. Applications must 
be completed and returned no later than May 1, 1988 to the Sky High 
Amateur Radio Club through the Citrus County School Board Office 
at the above address. 

Submitted by; Richard Barrett, KK4NQ 
6205 West Gwen Lane 
Homosassa, FL 32646. 
(904) 628-5063 
AUCTION IN HALLANDALE i 

The Fellowship Amateur Radio Club will hold an ABSOLUTE 
AUCTION on Thursday, April 28th at the Community Building of 
Ingall’s Park, Corner of S.W. 8th Avenue and Ist Street in 
Hallandale. This location is one block south of Hallandale Beach 
Blvd., just east of I-95. This auction will differ from previous 
auctions in that all items will be auctioned with no minimum bid 
requirement. Anyone may bring items for auction with the above 
understanding. The auction will follow a brief monthly business 
meeting which will start promptly at 7:30 p.m. Ten per cent of all 
proceeds will be donated to the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club 
Treasury. 

Plan to attend and bring goodies for auction or come to find that 
bargain you have been looking for! 73 Norm Ward, K4RBR 


PLEASE NOTICE PLEASE NOTICE 


Please check your mailing address label (top line) to know 
your expiration date. We WILL NOT send you a seperate 
expiration notice anymore. Thanks for your cooperation. — 


